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OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH  

NEWSLETTER 

Seeking To Be Reconciled 

The Gospel talks about the duty to correct an erring brother or sister. Jesus says, 

‘If your brother does something wrong, go and have it out with him.’ Obviously, 

these kind of problems occurred even in the first Christian community.                              

So how do we tackle the problem?                                                                                     

Usually we begin by keeping it to ourselves. It may be that we are ashamed or 

simply unable to talk about it. So we go about our day as if everything is good. 

Meanwhile we brood over the injury which tends to magnify it. We become sour 

and depressed and may even harbour some revengeful feelings.                                   

Eventually, unable to keep it to ourselves, we begin to tell others about it - friends, 

neighbours and  relatives. Sometimes total strangers are brought into it. We bring 

them in, not as advisers, but as people who will corroborate our reading on the 

situation and who will sympathize with us. The last person to hear about the hurt 

is often the person who has caused it.                                                                                   

Today’s Gospel shows that there is another approach. We should confront the 

person in question because we have a duty to do so. Failure to act upon it shows 

a lack of love for the person. Confrontation takes courage and most times they 

may not be aware of the hurt they have caused. An honest conversation can clear 

the air and help the other person to see your perspective. Remember that the 

confrontation should not be done in anger nor should it be achieved to get even. 

Also, before we do it, we should examine our own conscience to see if maybe we 

are not partly to blame.                                                                                                            

The highest point we can attain in a confrontation is when we get the other                      

person to see the wrong they have done and to condemn it themselves. If they 

repent, forgiveness must be warm and without limits or conditions. Reconciliation 

leads to growth for both parties. If they refuse to see the light and reconciliation 

has proven to be impossible then the verdict you come to will be ratified by God. 

Reconciliation is hard, but for that reason it should not be left untried. Needless to 

say, Christians will pray about it. Prayer disposes one to follow the Christian                  

approach.                        Flor McCarthy SDB                                                                        



 

                     PARISH NEWS 

Feast of the Nativity of the  

Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

Tues 08 Sep                

Mass 6.30pm                   

 

 

 

Parish Music Group 

The parish Music Group will soon  

begin practising for Christmas                 

Midnight Mass and a couple of                    

concerts in the lead up to Christmas.         

If you enjoy participating in the                 

singing at mass, come join us!             

We are a multicultural choir.                          

We sing at weekend Mass and                  

practice Mondays 7pm in the church.               

Hope to see you there! 

Good in the Hood 2026 

Good in the Hood is back!                                                                                                

By choosing us at Z-Waikumete             

(opp cemetery) you can help our              

foodbank to get a share of the                

$1M Z is giving to community                 

groups across NZ.      

 

When you fuel up or shop in-store now 

until 14 Sep 2026, you can drop your 

orange voting token into your parish’s 

designated collection box.                               

Thank you for your kind support. 

                     DIOCESE NEWS 

           Vailankanni Novena 2026 

The Vailankanni Novena will last until  

Tues 08 Sep (Feast Day) at St Mary’s 

in Avondale.                                                      

Rosary Sun 5.30pm; Mass 6pm     

Rosary Mon & Tues 6pm; Mass 

6.30pm                                                                                      

The novenas will be held where the old 

parish hall used to be. The refurbished 

hall will host the mass celebrations.              

Come along and place your petitions at 

the feet of our Blessed Mother who will 

intercede on our behalf to her Son               

Jesus. 

Prayer Retreat for Women 

A Reflective Prayer Retreat in the                   

Catholic tradition for women starting   

Fri 09 Oct 6pm to Sun 11 Oct 3pm, 

$340pp (accommodation & meals).                    

If interested, please register at:                  

www.stfrancisretreatcentre.org.nz or 

call 09 625 6651 

 



  Mass Times  
Monday:               9am 

Tues/Wed/Thurs  6.30pm 

Wed: Novena       6pm 

Friday:                  9am        

First Friday:     6.30pm  

Saturday:           5pm Vigil 

Sunday:         9am,10.30am,5pm 

 

Reconciliation by appointment. 

Please contact the parish office 

Readings For The Upcoming Week 

Mon 07 Sep:  1 Cor 5:1-8 

Lk 6:6-11        Ps 5:5-7,12 

Tue 08 Sep:   Rom 8:28-30 

Ps 12:6-7        Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 

Wed 09 Sep:  1 Cor 7:25-31 

Lk 6:20-26      Ps 44:11-12, 14-17 

Thu 10 Sep:  1 Cor 8:1-7, 11-13 

Lk  6:27-38     Ps 138:1-3,13-14,23-24 

Fri 11 Sep:    1 Cor 9:16-19,22-27 

Lk 6:39-42      Ps 83:3-6,12 

Sat 12 Sep:   1 Cor 10:14-22 

Lk 6:43-49      Ps 115:12-13,17-18 

Sun 13 Sep:  Sirach 27:30 - 28:7               

Mt 18:21-35    Rom 14:7-9 

Ps 102:1-4,9-12 

Please pray for our sick parishioners:  

Violet Furtado, Ethan Peter Lelo, 

Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius David Balsys, 

Kalameli Tauta, Louisa Baptist, Robert 

Shearman, Siufaga Maileoi Lilii, Lee 

Dunn, Alex Soniega, Aaron Ablan, 

Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie Lemusu-Kea, 

Joy Rapcsak, Gerard  Hoover, Pratima 

Hollomon 

 

 

 

Last Week’s Collection:                           

House - $1,649.20                                          

Parish - $2,651.20 

 Thank you for your generosity.   

Mass Intentions to be submitted by                                                                                                           

Monday 3pm for the current week -  

(Tuesday through to the following Monday). 

 

 

 

 

Heavenly Father,   

We thank you for the gift of                                 

fatherhood. Bless every father with 

your strength, wisdom and peace.                                                                  

May they feel appreciated,                   

valued and loved today and always.                                                                   

We pray for all fathers and those                    

hoping to become fathers.                             

A special thought to the ones who 

are no longer with us.  Amen.                                                          
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Season of Creation 2026 

Christians around the world are currently uniting in prayer and action to                  

celebrate the Season of Creation. We are being invited until Sun 04 Oct 

(Feast of St Francis of Assisi) to renew our relationship with God as Creator.                                               

The Church invites every parish, school, chaplaincy, family, and individual to 

celebrate this special event. Visit our website for resources on how to                     

celebrate: www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/season-of-creation/                                         

And join us Wed 23 Sep 7pm for a celebration through prayer, reflection and 

light refreshments at Maclaurin Chapel, 18 Princes St, Auckland.                  

Registration is essential. Please go to: www.events.humanitix.com 

An Evening with St Pier Giorgio Frassati 

Join us for an evening exploring the life and faith of St Pier Giorgio Frassati, 

one of the Church’s inspiring young saints Wed 09 Sep 6.30pm-8.30pm at                             

St Michael’s Church, Remuera. The evening will feature a talk by guest 

speaker Fr Dominic Murphy OP, Prior Provincial for the Dominican Friars of 

Australasia. This is a free event, all welcome! Registrations are essential, 

please go to: www.events.humanitix.com/evening-with-frassati 

 

 

 

          

         


