
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                   30 August 2026 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH  

NEWSLETTER 

A Fire Burning Inside 

Jeremiah is at the centre of the First Reading. He was called to be a prophet from 

an early age. He sacrificed everything including marriage for his vocation. He 

lived out that vocation during a time of great turmoil which saw the defeat of Israel 

and the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple.                                                                  

He indicted the official leaders for neglecting their duties towards the people, 

blaming them for the misfortune that had befallen the people. And as a result of 

his preaching, he lived with constant threats to his life. There were times when he 

felt overwhelmed by the demands of his task and wanted to pack it all in. He felt 

that God had tricked him into accepting this mission.                                                            

It is comforting to know that even someone as great as Jeremiah could                          

contemplate changing his option. But he did not quit. Despite facing intense                     

rejection, imprisonment and public shaming, Jeremiah continued to advocate for 

what was right. This reflects on our lives by challenging us to stay true to our core 

values even when the people around us disagree or push back.                                    

He tells us why he kept going: ‘There seemed to be a fire burning in my heart,                 

imprisoned in my bones. The effort to restrain it wearied me, I could not do it.                   

It was this ‘inner fire’ that enabled him to persevere and triumphed over all                          

external difficulties. It didn’t make things easier for him but it gave him the drive to 

keep going. So, no matter how hard things got, he remained resolutely faithful to 

the task God had given him.                                                                                           

With his example to inspire us and God’s grace to strengthen us, we too can be 

faithful to our vocation as Jesus’ disciples.                                                           

Jesus says that anyone who wishes to be his disciples must take up his cross 

and follow him. A cross that we take because of fidelity, because of service and 

because of love. 

Flor McCarthy SDB                                                                        

 



 

                     PARISH NEWS 

                  The Legion of Mary                                           
The Legion of Mary invites its             

auxiliaries and all those devoted to 

Mother Mary to attend an Auxiliary             

Day Sun 30 Aug 1.30pm-4pm at                       

St Mary’s Church, 117 Onewa Rd, 

Northcote. Exposition - Benediction  

and Adoration. Spiritual talks from     

our Curia Director followed by                  

afternoon tea and fellowship.  

      DIOCESE NEWS  

               Divine Retreat Centre                                                
Last days to attend the Inner Healing 

Retreat led by Fr Antony Prankimalil 

(Director DRC, Rwanda) at Christ the 

King Church, Owairaka. No registration 

required. Koha gracefully accepted.                   

Sun 30 Aug 1pm-5pm;                                                                                                             

Mon 31 Aug - Thurs 03 Sep 6pm-9pm 

        Feast Day of Mother Teresa                                   
Her most famous quote was:                     

“Not all of us can do great things. But 

we can do small things with great love.”                                  
The Sisters of Charity invites you to  

the Feast Day of Mother Teresa           

Sat 05 Sep 10.30am Mass at Holy 

Cross Church, Henderson followed             

by light  refreshments (hall). 

 

 

           Vailankanni Novena 2026                                   
In honour of our Blessed Mother of 

Good Health the Vailankanni Novena 

starts Sun 30 Aug to Tues 08 Sep                

at St Mary’s in Avondale.                           

Mon-Fri Rosary 6pm; Mass 6.30pm               

Sat & Sun Rosary 5.30pm; Mass 6pm                 

The novenas will be held where the old 

parish hall used to be. The refurbished 

hall will host the mass celebrations.              

Fr Paul will celebrate Mass Wed 02 

Sep with our parish Music Group choir. 

Come along and place your petitions at 

the feet of our Blessed Mother who will 

intercede on our behalf to her Son               

Jesus. 

                Divine Mercy Devotion                                      
Divine Mercy Devotion & Mass Fri 04 

Sep 7pm at St Mary’s Church,                     

Mt  Albert. Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament, Chaplet of Mercy Sung, 

Benediction, Mass followed by                     

veneration of St Faustina’s relic.                  

All welcome.     

              Local Youth Ministers                                 
The Diocese of Auckland is looking for 

Youth Ministers to work in a secondary 

school and/or parish. Please visit the 

CDA website and click on staff                       

vacancies.                                                            

 



  Mass Times  
Monday:               9am 

Tues/Wed/Thurs  6.30pm 

Wed: Novena       6pm 

Friday:                  9am        

First Friday:     6.30pm  

Saturday:           5pm Vigil 

Sunday:         9am,10.30am,5pm 

 

Reconciliation by appointment. 

Please contact the parish office 

Readings For The Upcoming Week 

Mon 31 Aug:  1 Cor 2:1-5 

Lk 4:16-30       Ps 118:97-102 

Tue 01 Sep:   1 Cor 2:10-16 

Lk 4:31-37      Ps 144:8-14 

Wed 02 Sep:  1 Cor 3:1-9 

Lk 4:38-44      Ps 32:12-15, 20-21 

Thu 03 Sep:  1 Cor 3:18-23 

Lk  5:1-11       Ps 23:1-6 

Fri 04 Sep:    1 Cor 4:1-5 

Lk 5:33-39      Ps 36:3-6, 27-28, 39-40 

Sat 05 Sep:   1 Cor 4:6-15 

Lk 6:1-5          Ps 144:17-21 

Sun 06 Sep:  Ezek 33:7-9                  

Mt 18:15-20    Rom 13:8-10 

Ps 94:1-2, 6-9 

Please pray for our sick parishioners:  

Violet Furtado, Ethan Peter Lelo, 

Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius David Balsys, 

Kalameli Tauta, Louisa Baptist, Robert 

Shearman, Siufaga Maileoi Lilii, Lee 

Dunn, Alex Soniega, Aaron Ablan, 

Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie Lemusu-Kea, 

Joy Rapcsak, Gerard  Hoover, Pratima 

Hollomon 

 

 

 

Last Week’s Collection:                           

House - $1,623.20                                           

Parish - $2,770.00 

 Thank you for your generosity.   

Mass Intentions to be submitted by                                                                                                           

Monday 3pm for the current week -  

(Tuesday through to the following Monday). 

Good in the Hood 2026 

 

 

 

Good in the Hood is back!                         

By choosing us at Z-Waikumete 

(opp cemetery) you can help our 

foodbank to get a share of the $1M  

Z is giving to community groups 

across NZ.                                                             

When you fuel up or shop in-store                

between 18 Aug to 14 Sep 2026, 

you can drop your orange voting              

token into your parish’s designated 

collection box.                                                  

Thank you for your kind support. 



 
 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 
7 Glendale Rd, Glen Eden 
Ph: 818-6325                           
Office hours: 9am to 3pm (Mon-Fri) 
E-mail: ourladyoflourdes@xtra.co.nz 
Web: www.glenedencatholic.org.nz 
Facebook: Glen Eden Catholic Church 

Priests Contacts: 
 
Parish Priest: Fr Paul Helsham OFM Cap 
                       E:paulhelsham@gmail.com   
                                                                       
Asst Parish Priest:                                             
         Fr Praful Kerketta OFM Cap        
          E: kerkettapraful20@gmail.com                        
                                                                           
Deacon:      Robert Mitchell                       
           E:robertmitchell1410@gmail.com 

Season of Creation 2026 

Christians around the world unite in prayer and action to celebrate Season 

of Creation. From 01 Sep (World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation) to 

04 Oct (Feast of St Francis of Assisi), we are invited to renew our                               

relationship with God as Creator.                                                                                      

The Church invites every parish, school, chaplaincy, family, and individual to 

celebrate this special event. Visit our website for resources on how to                     

celebrate: www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/season-of-creation/                                         

And join us Wed 23 Sep 7pm for a celebration through prayer, reflection and 

light refreshments at Maclaurin Chapel, 18 Princes St, Auckland.                  

Registration is essential. Please go to: www.events.humanitix.com 

                  Marriage & Family Life                                                                                                       
Inviting all whanau with babies and children (0-5 yrs) to our next Catholic 

Coffee Group  Sat 05 Sep 11am at Sacred Heart Church (hall) - 16 Vermont 

St, Ponsonby. Come along and meet other likeminded families where God 

resides. Plenty of parking. For more info please contact: Gerry Smith       

021 022 47442 (Leader of Marriage & Family Life Ministries) 

 

 

 

                        


