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OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH  

NEWSLETTER 

The Formation of a Leader 

Today’s Gospel talks about Peter being chosen by Jesus to be the chief shepherd 

of his flock. It is very interesting to see how Jesus dealt with him and how he 

helped him grow into the man who was ready to lay down his life for him and 

eventually did. This will help us as we struggle to grow as human beings and as 

disciples of Jesus.                                                                                                                  

It all began when Jesus called him. Obviously Jesus saw potential in him. We all 

need someone to believe in us. Peter didn’t think he deserved that call. He said, 

‘Lord, depart from me, for I am a sinful man’ (Luke 5:8). Jesus did not deny that 

Peter was a sinner but he challenged him to grow.                                                             

Jesus involved him in his work. Responsibility helps people to grow. Jesus asked 

him to declare his loyalty. Once when a large number of people were                

leaving him, Jesus turned to Peter and said, ‘Will you also leave me?’ (Jn 6:67). 

This allowed Peter to look into his own heart and to stand on his own two feet. 

When Peter made his great declaration of faith: ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of 

the living God’, Jesus praised him. He appreciated the profound faith being               

expressed towards him.                                                                                                    

When Peter drew his sword in the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus corrected him 

and said to him, ‘Put away your sword’ (Mt 26:52). It takes courage on the part of 

the tutor to point out mistakes. And to learn from one’s mistakes is an essential 

part of growth.                                                                                                                  

Jesus once told him off. When Jesus began explaining that he must go to                 

Jerusalem, suffer and be killed, Peter pulled him aside, refusing to let it happen. 

Jesus then said, ‘Get behind me, Satan, you are more of a hindrance than a help 

to me’ (Mt 16:23).                                                                                                                     

Jesus used this strong language because Peter’s desire to avoid suffering                      

inadvertently aligned with the devil’s goal of stopping Jesus from completing his 

sacrificial mission. At times the tutor may have to reprove. But there is an art in 

doing it.                                         

                            (continued on the back page) 



 

                     PARISH NEWS 

Feast of St Bartholomew                             
Mon 24 Aug 

He uniquely stood out to Jesus for          

his pure honesty. Jesus immediately 

praised him as “a true Israelite in  

whom there is no deceit.”                                

He has travelled much further to  

spread the Gospel than most other 

apostles. He died of a brutal death          

at the hands of the Armenians. 

The Passion of St John the Baptist                           
Sat 29 Aug 

He was the ultimate transitional figure 

between the Old and New Testaments. 

He had such courage that he wasn’t 

fearful of speaking out about the               

immoral activities of his day.  

The Legion of Mary 

The Legion of Mary invites its             

auxiliaries and all those devoted to 

Mother Mary to attend an Auxiliary 

Day Sun 30 Aug 1.30pm-4pm at                       

St Mary’s Church, 117 Onewa Rd, 

Northcote. Exposition - Benediction 

and Adoration. Spiritual talks from           

our Curia Director followed by                 

afternoon tea and fellowship.  

 

 

      DIOCESE NEWS  

             Feast Day of Mother Teresa                                  
The Sisters of Charity invites you to the 

Feast Day of Mother Teresa Sat 05 

Sep 10.30am Mass at Holy Cross 

Church, Henderson. Light refreshments 

will be served afterwards (hall). 

                 Divine Retreat Centre                                             
Divine Retreat Centre NZ is organizing 

an Inner Healing Retreat led by                  

Fr Antony Prankimalil (Director DRC, 

Rwanda) at Christ the King Church, 

Owairaka from Fri 28 Aug to Thurs 03 

Sep. No registration required.                        

Koha gracefully accepted.                   

Fri 28 Aug 6pm-9pm;                                                                                                            

Sat 29 Aug 11am-5pm;                                                                                                     

Sun 30 Aug 1pm-5pm;                                                                                                             

Mon 31 Aug - Thurs 03 Sep 6pm-9pm 

 Joshua Catholic Men’s Fellowship 

“All Scripture is inspired by God and 

is useful to teach us what is true and 

to make us realize what is wrong in 

our lives. It corrects us when we are 

wrong and teaches us to do what is 

right.” (2 Tim 3:16).                                         

All men are invited Wed 26 Aug 7pm 

at St Thomas More Church, Glenfield. 

Presentation: Introduction to the New 

Testament. 



  Mass Times  
Monday:               9am 

Tues/Wed/Thurs  6.30pm 

Wed: Novena       6pm 

Friday:                  9am        

First Friday:     6.30pm  

Saturday:           5pm Vigil 

Sunday:         9am,10.30am,5pm 

 

Reconciliation by appointment. 

Please contact the parish office 

Readings For The Upcoming Week 

Mon 24 Aug:  Rev 21:9-14 

Jn 1:45-51      Ps 144:10-13,17-18 

Tue 25 Aug:   2 Thess 2:1-3,14-17 

Mt 23:23-26    Ps 95:10-13 

Wed 26 Aug:  2 Thess 3:6-10,16-18 

Mt 23:27-32    Ps 127:1-2,4-5 

Thu 27 Aug:  1 Cor 1:1-9 

Mt 24:42-51    Ps 144:2-7 

Fri 28 Aug:    1 Cor 1:17-25 

Mt 25:1-13     Ps 32:1-2,4-5,10-11 

Sat 29 Aug:   Jer 1:17-19 

Mk 6:17-29     Ps 70:1-6,15,17 

Sun 30 Aug:  Jer 20:7-9                    

Mt 16:21-27    Rom 12:1-2 

Ps 62:2-6, 8-9 

Please pray for our sick parishioners:  

Violet Furtado, Ethan Peter Lelo, 

Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius David Balsys, 

Kalameli Tauta, Louisa Baptist, Robert 

Shearman, Siufaga Maileoi Lilii, Lee 

Dunn, Alex Soniega, Aaron Ablan, 

Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie Lemusu-Kea, 

Joy Rapcsak, Gerard  Hoover, Pratima 

Hollomon 

 

 

 

Last Week’s Collection:                           

House - $1,720.10                                            

Parish - $2,964.70 

 Thank you for your generosity.   

Mass Intentions to be submitted by                                                                                                           

Monday 3pm for the current week -  

(Tuesday through to the following Monday). 

Good in the Hood 2026 

 

 

 

Good in the Hood is back!                         

By choosing us at Z Waikumete 

(opp cemetery) you can help our 

foodbank to get a share of the $1M  

Z is giving to community groups 

across NZ.                                                             

When you shop or fuel up in-store                

between 18 Aug to 14 Sep 2026, 

you can drop your orange voting              

token into your parish’s designated 

collection box.                                                  

Thank you for your kind support. 
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(continued)    

Jesus confronted him with his failure to stay awake in the garden, ‘Can you not 

watch even one hour with me?’ (Mt 26:40). It doesn’t help to let someone away with 

sloppiness and shoddiness.                                                                                                             

Jesus even threatened to cut Peter off over the feet-washing incident. When he            

began to wash the disciples’ feet a mortified Peter refused saying,‘ You shall never 

wash my feet!’ Jesus responded with an ultimatum, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no 

part with me’ (Jn 13:8). One has to be stern at times and refuse to compromise on 

matters of principle.                                                                                                             

Jesus understood that when Peter denied him, he did so out of weakness rather 

than malice. He forgave him and gave him the chance to begin again. We all need 

someone who doesn’t write us off when we don’t produce the goods right away.     

But Jesus never spoilt Peter. That would ruin his chance of growing. The thread 

which runs through their relationship is love. Peter knew that Jesus loved him. Love 

provides the climate in which people can grow.                                                                    

Peter’s story helps us to understand ourselves. The frailties we see in him we see in 

ourselves. His story also shows us how to develop a close relationship with Jesus. 

Without a warm relationship with Christ, we are only the fringes of Christianity. We 

would be like someone talking about love compared with someone who is in love.   

Flor McCarthy SDB                                                                        

                                                                                                                            

 

 

 


