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NEWSLETTER 

Assumption: A Beautiful Reflection on Mary Most Holy 

Clear from the beginning was that there were no relics of Mary to be venerated. 

But today, just outside of the ancient city of Jerusalem, next to the Garden of 

Gethsemane, pilgrims can find an ancient church,  believed to have been the 

original burial site of the Blessed Virgin Mary, from which she rose and was              

assumed into heaven. Like Christ her Son, her tomb is empty.                                        

She was solemnly defined in 1854 when Pope Pius IX declared her to be the              

Immaculate Conception. He stated that “…….the most Blessed Virgin Mary, from 

the first moment of her conception, by a singular grace and privilege from                         

Almighty God and in view of the merits of Jesus Christ, was kept free of every 

stain of original sin.” (She then remained free from sin throughout her life).             

The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes the Assumption as follows:               

“The Immaculate Virgin, when the course of her earthly life was finished, was  

taken up body and soul into heavenly glory, and exalted by the Lord as Queen 

over all things, so that she might be more fully conformed to her Son, the Lord of 

lords and conqueror of death.”                                                                             

Pope Francis said that “Mary’s Assumption is a great mystery that concerns each 

one of us; it concerns our future. Mary, in fact, precedes us in the way in which, 

through baptism, we have bound our life to Jesus just as she bound her life to 

Him.”                                                                                                                                 

While the Blessed Virgin has entered into heavenly glory, the Holy Father added 

that it does not mean that she is distant or detached from us. “The Assumption 

should bring eternal hope to the faithful. Mary is always there. She accompanies 

them, suffers with them, and sings of hope with them and brings victory over 

death.”                                                                                                                            

The Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is the oldest                 

celebration of Our Lady. The original celebration, known as the “Memory of Mary” 

or “Falling Asleep of Mary” initially centered around the end of her earthly                   

existence, is commonly known as her “dormition.”                                          
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                     PARISH NEWS 

Feast of the Assumption of Mary 

                                                        

“Taken up into 

heaven,                           

Mary shows us          

the way to God;                                         

the way to Heaven;                                    

the way to Life.” 

Pope St John Paul II 

Parish Pastoral Council 

The monthly meeting of our Parish 

Pastoral Council will be held Tues 25 

Aug 7pm (hall).                                    

The PPC members warmly extend an 

invitation to all parishioners who may 

be interested in contributing to and   

enhancing the vibrancy of our parish   

to come along to the meeting.                   

We look forward to seeing you there.                                                         

Manaakitia e te Atua/God bless 

               Good in the Hood 2026 

 

 

                                                                   

We received plenty of personal         

hygiene items during the month of           

July for our foodbank. 

 

A heartfelt thank you to you all.                                                           

On another note, by choosing us at               

Z Waikumete (opp cemetery) you         

can help our foodbank to get a share   

of the $1M Z is giving to community 

groups across NZ. When you shop or 

fuel up in-store between 18 Aug to 14 

Sep 2026, you can drop your orange 

voting token into your parish’s                    

designated collection box.               

Thank you for your kind support. 

      DIOCESE NEWS                                             

From Gangland to Promised Land    
International Catholic speaker and 

evangelist John Pridmore is coming to 

Auckland this month for a series of                

inspiring parish missions.                

Once involved in London’s criminal                

underworld, John’s life was                                

dramatically transformed through an 

encounter with Jesus Christ.                                       

*17-19 Aug St Joseph, Takapuna                    

*24-26 Aug Sacred Heart, Ponsonby 

*31 Aug-02 Sep St Anne, Manurewa  

All sessions begin at 7pm.                                

All welcome.                                                                              
   Local Youth Ministers                                 
The Diocese of Auckland is looking for 

Youth Ministers to work in a secondary 

school and/or parish. Please visit the 

CDA website and click on staff                       

vacancies.                                                 



  Mass Times  
Monday:               9am 

Tues/Wed/Thurs  6.30pm 

Wed: Novena       6pm 

Friday:                  9am        

First Friday:     6.30pm  

Saturday:           5pm Vigil 

Sunday:         9am,10.30am,5pm 

 

Reconciliation by appointment. 

Please contact the parish office 

Readings For The Upcoming Week 

Mon 17 Aug:  Ezek 24:15-24 

Mt 19:16-22    Deut 32:18-21 

Tue 18 Aug:   Ezek 28:1-10 

Mt 19:23-30    Deut 32:26-28,35-36 

Wed 19 Aug:  Ezek 34:1-11 

Mt 20:1-16      Ps 22 

Thu 20 Aug:   Ezek 36:23-28 

Mt 22:1-14      Ps 50:12-15,18-19 

Fri 21 Aug:     Ezek 37:1-14 

Mt 22:34-40    Ps 106:2-9 

Sat 22 Aug:    Ezek 43:1-7 

Mt 23:1-12      Ps 84:9-14 

Sun 23 Aug:  Is 22:19-23                 

Mt 16:13-20    Rom 11:33-36 

Ps 137:1-3,6,8 

Please pray for our sick parishioners:  

Violet Furtado, Ethan Peter Lelo, 

Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius David Balsys, 

Kalameli Tauta, Louisa Baptist, Robert 

Shearman, Siufaga Maileoi Lilii, Lee 

Dunn, Alex Soniega, Aaron Ablan, 

Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie Lemusu-Kea, 

Joy Rapcsak, Gerard  Hoover, Pratima 

Hollomon 

 

 

 

Last Week’s Collection:                           

House - $1,324.50                                              

Parish - $2,268.10 

Thank you for your generosity.   

Mass Intentions to be submitted by                                                                                                           

Monday 3pm for the current week -  

(Tuesday through to the following Monday). 

The Queenship of the Blessed                  

Virgin Mary 

                                                 

Sat         

22 Aug 

 

       

Service and Love: Mary doesn’t reign 

with worldly power or might; her 

queenship is defined by material care, 

humility and leading souls closer to 

Jesus.                                               

Intercession: Christians look to her as 

a powerful heavenly advocate who 

prays and intercedes on behalf of             

humanity.  
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(continued)                                                                                                                              

During the 8th century the name was changed to the “Assumption of Mary” since 

there was much more to the feast than the end of her earthly life. The belief that 

Mary had been taken up, body and soul, into heaven dates back to the apostles 

themselves.                                                                                                                             

Pope Francis said that the current devotion the faithful throughout the world have    

towards the Blessed Virgin confirms the earlier expectations of Pope Pius XII. 

“We pray to Mary in a particular way, through the rosary. This prayer brings us 

closer to the Blessed Mother and to her Son. We join in her suffering and her   

glory and rejoice looking to eternity and giving us hope that we, too, will follow 

Our Lady when our life is ended.”                                                                               

                        Source: www.dioceseofvenice.org 

             Divine Retreat Centre                                                                                                        
Divine Retreat Centre NZ is organizing an Inner Healing Retreat led by Fr Antony 

Prankimalil (Director DRC, Rwanda) at Christ the King Church, Owairaka from           

Fri 28 Aug to Thur 03 Sep.  No registration required. Koha gracefully accepted.                   

Fri 28 Aug 6pm-9pm;                                                                                                            

Sat 29 Aug 11am-5pm;                                                                                                     

Sun 30 Aug 1pm-5pm;                                                                                                             

Mon 31 Aug to Thurs 03 Sep 6pm-9pm 

 

 

 

        


