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The Power of Faith

Matthew tells this story to demonstrate the kind of faith that followers of Jesus
must develop if they are to weather the storms that are an inevitable part of
Christian life. It does represent something that really happened to the apostles.

It is a powerful lesson on faith and divinity, demonstrating through Peter that
keeping your eyes on Jesus conquers fears, while taking your focus away causes
you to sink. Peter's walk on the water shows that faith empowers us to do the
impossible, but the moment he looked at the wind and the waves instead of
Jesus, he let fear in and began to sink. It is also a reference to his failure during
the Passion, and his restoration after the resurrection.

Some people think that if we have sufficient faith life will be all plain sailing. It
doesn’t happen like that. Faith doesn’t shield us from the hard knocks of life and
death. We see this even in the case of the great prophet Elijah (First Reading).
Elijah was a man of great faith. But because of his opposition to idolatry, queen
Jezebel wanted to kill him. So he had to fled to the desert and took refuge in a
cave. A beaten and broken man, he just wanted to die. However, in the cave he
experienced the presence of God. And reassured by that experience, he was able
to go on.

We see the same thing in the lives of the early Christians. They too were people
of faith. Nevertheless, they encountered persecution. Thinking that the Lord had
abandoned them, their faith began to wilt. However, they discovered that even
though the Lord was not with them physically, he was with them and could still
help them. Hence, their faith revived and they were able to face their trials and
dangers.

It is comforting to see that the apostles and early Christians were just like us -
weak and fearful. We may think we have great faith but when difficulties arise, we
may discover that we have very little faith.

The example of Peter is especially enlightening. He represents the typical disciple
caught between faith and doubit.

(continued on the back page)




PARISH NEWS
Parish Pastoral Council

The monthly meeting of our Parish
Pastoral Council will be held Tues 25
Aug 7pm (hall).

The PPC members warmly extend an
invitation to all parishioners who may
be interested in contributing to and
enhancing the vibrancy of our parish
to come along to the meeting.

At the meeting we will be revising on:

+ Parish Planning Day which will be
held on Sat 22 Aug

+ what the parish mission and goals
for the year ahead will be

« prioritising actions for any events
and/or activities that are in the
pipeline.

Note: If any parishioner wishes to
raise suggestions or give feedback

at the meeting, please email the parish
office ourladyoflourdes@xitra.co.nz
no later than Mon 17 Aug 3pm to be
added to the agenda.

We look forward to seeing you there.
Manaakitia e te Atua/God bless

Foodbank
A new monthly list will be produced in
the next two weeks. But for the months
of August and September | am asking
for your generous support to continue.
We always need: long life milk, cooking
oil, pasta, noodles, rice, tea, coffee,
Juice (powder), oats, cereal, sugar,
coconut cream/milk. Tinned: fish, meat,
fruits, beans, spaghetti.
Anything you are able to donate is truly
appreciated. Please remember that our
foodbank is also for everyone who
needs help in our parish community.
Thank you. God bless. Anne.

DIOCESE NEWS
From Gangland to Promised Land

International Catholic speaker and
evangelist John Pridmore is coming to
Auckland this month for a series of
inspiring parish missions.

Once involved in London’s criminal
underworld, John’s life was
dramatically transformed through an
encounter with Jesus Christ.

*17-19 Aug St Joseph, Takapuna
*24-26 Aug Sacred Heart, Ponsonby
*31 Aug-02 Sep St Anne, Manurewa
All sessions begin at 7pm.

All welcome.




Mass Times
Monday: 9am
Tues/Wed/Thurs 6.30pm
Wed: Novena 6pm

Friday: 9am

First Friday: 6.30pm

Saturday: S5pm Vigil

Sunday: 9am,10.30am,5pm

Reconciliation by appointment.
Please contact the parish office

" Assumption of
the Blessed
Virgin Mary

With the Solemnity falling on a
Saturday this year, the NZ Bishops
have approved the transfer to Sunday
16 Aug. Parishes may not celebrate
the Solemnity on Saturday 15 Aug
which will be regarded as the Vigil of
the Assumption.

Please pray for our sick parishioners:
Violet Furtado, Ethan Peter Lelo,
Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius David Balsys,
Kalameli Tauta, Louisa Baptist, Robert
Shearman, Siufaga Maileoi Lilii, Lee
Dunn, Alex Soniega, Aaron Ablan,
Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie Lemusu-Kea,
Joy Rapcsak, Gerard Hoover, Pratima
Hollomon

Last Week’s Collection:
House - $1,622.60
Parish - $2,691.20

Thank you for your generosity.

Mass Intentions to be submitted by
Monday 3pm for the current week -
(Tuesday through to the following Monday).

Readings For The Upcoming Week

Mon 10 Aug: 2 Cor 9:6-10

Jn 12:24-26 Ps 111:1-2, 5-9

Tue 11 Aug: Ezek 2:8 - 3:4

Mt 18:1-5,10 Ps 118:14,24,72,103
Wed 12 Aug: Ezek 9:1-7;10:18-22
Mt 18:15-20 Ps 112:1-6

Thu 13 Aug: Ezek 12:1-12

Mt 18:21-19:1 Ps 77:56-59,61-62
Fri 14 Aug: Ezek 16:59-63

Mt 19:3-12 Is 12:2-6

Sat 15 Aug: 1 Cor 15:54-57

Lk 11:27-28  Ps 131:6-7,9-10,13-14
Sun 16 Aug: Rev 11:19, 12:1-6
Lk 1:39-56 1 Cor 15:20-26

Ps 44:10-12,16




(continued)

He stepped out of the boat and walked on the water towards Jesus but as soon as
he felt the force of the wind, he began to panic.

So it is with us. Like Peter, we often start out courageously only to lose heart when
the going gets tough. Jesus’ rebuke, ‘Man of little faith! Why did you doubt?’ is also
directed at us too.

There can be many situations in which we feel weak and powerless. At such times,
we have to cry out to the Lord for help. If we do, the Lord will uphold us.

Faith doesn’t save us from trials and tribulations. What it does is give us the strength
to cope with them. Faith assures us that we are not alone in our trials - God is with
us and his power is available to us.

| believe that most of us, looking back over our lives, can say that there were some
situations we would never have been able to cope with were it not for our faith. This
means that we have experienced what Elijah experienced and what Peter and the
apostles experienced - we have been upheld by the power of God.

Flor McCarthy SDB

- Engaged? or know of someone who is thinking
(' (_ I\ of marriage? Did you know the Diocese of
\g/ R Auckland runs a superb pre-marriage course.
s Q/ , _)
- CONTACT: Gerry Smith phone: 09 360 3025

Priests Contacts:

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC Parish Priest: Fr Paul Helsham OFM Cap

CHURCH E:paulhelsham@gmail.com
7 Glendale Rd, Glen Eden ) .
Ph: 818-6325 Asst Parish Priest:

Fr Praful Kerketta OFM Cap

Office hours: 9am to 3pm (Mon-Fri) E: kerkettapraful20@gmail.com

E-mail: ourladyoflourdes@xtra.co.nz
Web: www.glenedencatholic.org.nz Deacon: Robert Mitchell
Facebook: Glen Eden Catholic Church E:robertmitchell1410@gmail.com




