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OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH  

NEWSLETTER 

Places Of Honour 

Jesus was invited to the house of a leading Pharisee for a meal. When he arrived, 

he felt that he was being spied upon by the Pharisees. So, he decided to do a                     

little spying of his own.                                                                                                      

The Pharisees were very religious people and set themselves up as models. Yet 

here they were scrambling for the places of honour, showing just how proud, vain 

and selfish they were. They were not there to honour the guest but themselves.  

Each Sunday we are invited to the banquet of the Eucharist. And here Jesus is 

the host, and we are his guests. There are no reserved or special seats. Privilege, 

status and rank have no meaning and differences don’t count because we are all 

equal before God.                                                                                                                     

Jesus says, ‘Those who humble themselves will be exalted.’                                           

Then Jesus had a word for his host. In giving the meal he seemed to be doing a 

very generous thing - until Jesus looked at the kind of people he had invited.                         

Jesus suggested to him that if he wanted to do something more meaningful, he 

should invite the kind of people who would never be able to invite him to their 

houses. True giving occurs when nothing is expected in return.                                                 

The banquet is a symbol of the kingdom of God. We shouldn’t be concerned 

about seeking a place of honour instead we should regard it as a privilege to be 

invited at all.                                                                                                                               

Story                                                                                                                                

Once the mayor of a town invited all the people of the town to a banquet. Among 

those who showed up was a man of great distinction by the name of Daniel.               

Daniel was a great scholar and a wise man. Yet he was very humble and shied 

away from honours. When he arrived the mayor naturally invited him to sit at the 

top table. Daniel thanked him but said he would prefer to sit at the table nearest 

the door (this is where the underprivileged usually sit). And that he did.                           

When other distinguished guests arrived, the mayor invited them to sit wherever 

they liked.                                                                                          

                       (continued on the back page) 



 

PARISH NEWS 

Marian Day 

The Legion of Mary 
warmly invites all                      
parishioners to join   
them in celebrating            
Marian Day Sat 06             
Sep 9am-12pm (hall).                

Lunch will be served. Come deepen 
your love for our Blessed Mother                 
before her nativity and discover the 
strength of her spiritual army.                                           

                                                                                              
The Eucharistic Miracles of the World 

 

 

 

In conjunction with the upcoming                   

canonization of Blessed Pier Giorgio 

Frassati and Blessed Carlo Acutis, the 

Junior and Senior Legion of Mary will 

hold The Eucharistic Miracles of the 

World conceived and designed by 

Blessed Carlo Acutis on the following 

dates (hall):                                                   

  * Sat 06 Sep 4pm-7pm                                    

  * Sun 07 Sep 10am-1pm                       

  * Sun 07 Sep 4pm-7pm                              

Join us to learn more about these two 

young Saints, strengthen your faith   

and increase your spiritual awareness.  

 

                        Parish Foodbank                                                  
The foodbank team wishes to thank 

everyone for their kind donations. We 

have been asked to list items that are 

most sought after: long life milk, oil, 

noodles, cereal, flour, sugar, spreads, 

personal hygiene, snacks, any tinned 

items (no baked beans or spaghetti as 

we have plenty in stock). Thank you. 

DIOCESE NEWS 

2025 Vailankanni Novena 

In honour of our Blessed Mother of   

Good Health the Vailankanni Novena  

starts Sat 30 Aug to Mon 08 Sep being 

the Feast Day.                                                        

Novena, Rosary and Holy Mass                

weekdays 6pm and Saturdays 5.30pm 

at the Avondale Chapel; Mass Sundays 

6pm at Christ the King. Feast Day 6pm 

will be held at Christ the King.                          

All welcome!  

Legion of Mary 

The Legion of Mary Gathering Auxiliary 

& Active Members (Northshore & West 

Auckland) will be held Sun 31 Aug 2pm 

at St Mary’s Church, Northcote.                                

Eucharistic Adoration, Rosary and                    

Benediction followed by fellowship and                 

refreshments in the hall. All Legion    

members are invited to attend. 



  Mass Times  

Monday:               9am 

Tues/Wed/Thurs  6.30pm 

Wed: Novena       6pm 

Friday:                  9am        

First Friday:     6.30pm  

Saturday:           5pm Vigil 

Sunday:         9am,10.30am,5pm 

 

Reconciliation by appointment. 

Please contact the parish office 

Readings For The Upcoming Week 

Mon 01 Sep: 1 Thess 4:13-18 

Lk 4:16-30      Ps 95:1, 3, 5, 11-13 

Tue 02 Sep:   1 Thess 5:1-6, 9-11 

Lk 4:31-37      Ps 26:1, 4, 13-14 

Wed 03 Sep:  Col 1:1-8 

Lk 4:38-44      Ps 51:10-11 

Thu 04 Sep:  Col 1:9-14 

Lk 5:1-11        Ps 97:2-6 

Fri 05 Sep:    Col 1:15-20 

Lk 5:33-39     Ps 99:2-5 

Sat 06 Sep:   Col 1:21-23 

Lk 6:1-5         Ps 53:3-4, 6, 8 

Sun 07 Sep:  Wis 9:13-18 

Ps 89:3-6, 12-14, 17 

Lk 14:25-33    Philemon 9-10, 12-17 

Please pray for our sick parishioners:  

Violet Furtado, Mary Holmes, Ethan   

Peter  Lelo, Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius 

David Balsys, Kalameli Tauta, Joan           

Unkovich,  Pauline Caffell, Louisa                     

Baptist, Robert Shearman,  Siufaga 

Maileoi Lilii, Lee Dunn, Alex Soniega, 

Aaron Ablan, Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie 

Lemusu-Kea, Joy Rapcsak, Gerard        

Hoover, Vivien Luis 

 

 

 

Last Week’s Collection:                            

House - $1,530.50 

 Parish - $2,719.90 

 Thank you for your generosity.   

If you wish to place a notice in our 

parish newsletter, please email the 

parish office by Wednesday 

                            Special Mass 

A Special Mass for the loss of a child 

will be offered Sat 06 Sep 5pm at                          

St Michael’s Church, Remuera. A 

source of healing for those who have                                 

experienced loss through miscarriage, 

stillbirth, prenatal diagnosis, abortion or 

loss of a child at any stage of life.                                                                                        

This mass will help provide spiritual 

support and honour these precious 

children. Reconciliation and Adoration 

4.30pm. For more info please contact:                            

Brenda Brightwell 027 641 5615 

             Election Day - 06 Sep 2025    

Advanced voting Wed 03 - Fri 05 Sep 

10am-4pm (hall).                                                          

Parish Morning Tea is postponed to 

Fri 12 Sep. 



 
 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 
7 Glendale Rd, Glen Eden 
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       Fr Boniface Kujur OFM Cap                       
             E:bonikujur1969@gmail.com      
       Fr Praful Kerketta OFM Cap        
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(continued)                                                                                                                     

Naturally they chose to sit at the top table. The banquet hall filled up, and eventually 

the only place left was one at the bottom table. Then at the last minute a                                   

distinguished man arrived. The mayor had no option but to take him to the vacant 

seat.                                                                                                                                       

‘But this is the bottom table,’ the man protested.                                                                       

‘No, this is the top table,’ the mayor answered.                                                                             

‘I don’t understand,’ the man said.                                                                                      

‘Wherever Daniel sits, is the top table,’ the mayor answered.                                                       

Moral of the story: it is not the place that honours the guest but the guest that 

honours the place.                                                                                                               

We don’t know where Jesus sat during that meal at the Pharisee’s house but                  

wherever it was, that was the place of honour.                        

                              Flor McCarthy SDB 

                                                             Feast Day of Mother Teresa                                                                                                             
The Sisters of Charity invites you to the Feast Day of Mother Teresa Fri 05 Sep 

5pm Mass at Holy Cross Church, Henderson followed by Veneration of                        

First-Class relics. Refreshments will be served. 

                      Justice & Action Hui ~ Sat 06 & Sun 07 Sep (doors open 9am)                                               
Join us for a two-day gathering of Faith and Justice at Whānau Maria, 20                           

Ponsonby Rd, Auckland. Together we will explore how the Gospel calls us to                 

respond to the needs of our time: housing, cost of living, youth disconnection and 

Te Tiriti justice. There will be some keynote speakers on the day. To register, go 

to: eventbrite.co.nz (Justice & Action Hui) Tickets $80 (both days, incl meals);               

Supported Tickets (free for anyone who is struggling financially); Sponsor a Ticket 

- to support someone else’s attendance; Under 16 Free with a supervising adult.  


