
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                           28 June 2026 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH  

NEWSLETTER 

Hospitality 

Both the First Reading and the Gospel stress the greatness of hospitality 
shown to the envoys of God, that is, those who are bearers of God’s 
word. But there is another kind of hospitality that is stressed again and 
again in the Bible, namely, hospitality to the stranger. Hospitality is the 
hallmark of a Christian.                                                                                        
Hospitality is a beautiful thing. But nowadays it is a very different matter 
from what it was in the old days when nobody locked their doors. Sadly, 
those days are gone. Today is the day of locks, bolts, chains, alarm                
systems. Yet today there is more need than ever for hospitality and        
friendliness. In the world today there is a lot of loneliness, and there are 
lots of strangers and displaced people.                                                                         
Hospitality to a friend is no big deal but to a stranger is a great thing. 
Christ calls us to welcome strangers in our midst. To be hospitable means 
accepting them as they are which will enable them to shed their                  
strangeness and become members of the community. If Christians retreat 
into ghettos where they secure themselves and their property against 
those they consider as socially inferior to them, what hope is there for the 
world?                                                                                                                
Christ calls us to reach out. He said that even a trivial act of kindness 
would not go unrewarded in heaven. But there are earthly rewards too - 
the growth of understanding, friendliness, and cooperation, things our 
neighbourhood are crying out for.                                                                                            
Throughout the Old Testament, God commanded the Israelites to care for 
the stranger because they were once strangers and foreigners                         
themselves in Egypt.                                                                                                         
For the followers of Christ, hospitality is at the very heart of the Gospel. 
And the ultimate motivation is clear: to welcome a stranger is to welcome 
Christ himself. Hospitality is not so much about open doors as about open 
hearts. There is a risk in having an open heart - one can get hurt. But to 
open one’s heart is to begin to live. To close it is to begin to die.   

                                                                                                     
                   Flor McCarthy SDB                                                                        



 

                     PARISH NEWS 

Feast of Sts Peter & Paul  

                                

Mon 29 Jun            

Mass 9am 

  

Both of these saints had a profound                     

consciousness of the value and                   

importance of the faith.  

Anointing of the Sick  

 

Fri 03 Jul  

Mass 9am       

       

On this day we celebrate the         

Feast of St Thomas, the Apostle.               

Honouring his missionary work              

which brought Christianity to India    

and his well-known profession of        

faith, “My Lord and My God.”  

Safeguarding -                                                         

A Shared Responsibility 

We are pleased to share that            

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish has 

been recognized by the Catholic    

Diocese of Auckland as having 

achieved ‘Maturity Status’ in the  

 

Catholic Church Safeguarding 

Lifecycle. This milestone reflects the 

collective efforts of our clergy,           

volunteers, ministry leaders, and you 

our parishioners, in helping create a 

safe and welcoming parish                  

community. While we celebrate this                       

achievement,  safeguarding remains 

an ongoing commitment. The safety 

and wellbeing of our children, young 

people and vulnerable adults is             

everyone’s responsibility. Through 

our care, awareness and willingness 

to act when concerns arise, we all 

play a part in building a culture of 

dignity, respect and protection.                           

Thank you for your continued                    

support as we work together to            

ensure that Our Lady of Lourdes                 

remains a place where all people 

feel safe, valued and welcomed.             

For more info, or to discuss any 

safeguarding concerns, please email  

Ben D’Souza:                                             

safeguarding.olol.ge@gmail.com 

                DIOCESE NEWS 

Parishioners are invited to join the 

priests for the Clergy Jubilee Mass 

Tues 30 Jun 11am at Christ the King 

Parish, Owairaka. 



  Mass Times  
Monday:               9am 

Tues/Wed/Thurs  6.30pm 

Wed: Novena       6pm 

Friday:                  9am        

First Friday:     6.30pm  

Saturday:           5pm Vigil 

Sunday:         9am,10.30am,5pm 

 

Reconciliation by appointment. 

Please contact the parish office 

Readings For The Upcoming Week 

Mon 29 Jun:  Acts 12:1-11 

Mt 16:13-19    Ps 33:2-9 

Tue 30 Jun:    Amos 3:1-8;4:11-12 

Mt 8:23-27      Ps 5:5-8 

Wed 01 Jul:   Amos 5:14-15, 21-24 

Mt 8:28-34      Ps 49:7-13,16-17 

Thu 02 Jul:   Amos 7:10-17 

Mt 9:1-8         Ps 18:8-11 

Fri 03 Jul:     Eph 2:19-22 

Jn 20:24-29   Ps 116 

Sat 04 Jul:    Amos 9:11-15 

Mt 9:14-17     Ps 84:9,11-14 

Sun 05 Jul:   Zech 9:9-10                                 

Mt 11:25-30   Rom 8:9,11-13 

Ps 144:1-2,8-11,13-14 

Please pray for our sick parishioners:  

Violet Furtado, Mary Holmes, Ethan   

Peter  Lelo, Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius 

David Balsys, Kalameli Tauta, Pauline 

Caffell, Louisa Baptist, Robert                 

Shearman,  Siufaga Maileoi Lilii, Lee 

Dunn, Alex Soniega, Aaron Ablan, 

Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie Lemusu-Kea, 

Joy Rapcsak, Gerard Hoover, Pratima 

Hollomon 

 

 

 

Last Week’s Collection:                           

House - $1,719.90                                             

Parish - $2,856.80 

 Thank you for your generosity.   

Mass Intentions to be submitted by                                                                                                           

Monday 3pm for the current week -  

(Tuesday through to the following Monday). 

Parish Bookshop 

We are happy to supply NRSV (Catholic) 

Bibles at $40 (copy). Please come and 

see it on display if you wish to order one. 

Also available:   

* A selection of Prayer Books for Children    

* Divine Mercy Prints ($5 unframed, $28 

framed)                                                               

* Scapulars (St Simon Stock)                             

* Prayer Book for Mass, Devotion &               

Novenas                                                               

* Diary of Sister Faustina (soon on                

display)     

Put your order now for Christmas (cribs, 

nativity sets, etc…..). To commemorate                

St Francis of Assisi 800th anniversary, we 

plan to provide small inexpensive replicas 

of the San Damiano Cross, Holy Cards. 

Open every Sunday 10am-10.30am.                     



 
 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 
7 Glendale Rd, Glen Eden 
Ph: 818-6325                           
Office hours: 9am to 3pm (Mon-Fri) 
E-mail: ourladyoflourdes@xtra.co.nz 
Web: www.glenedencatholic.org.nz 
Facebook: Glen Eden Catholic Church 

Priests Contacts: 
 
Parish Priest: Fr Paul Helsham OFM Cap 
                       E:paulhelsham@gmail.com   
                                                                       
Asst Parish Priest:                                             
         Fr Praful Kerketta OFM Cap        
          E: kerkettapraful20@gmail.com                        
                                                                           
Deacon:      Robert Mitchell                       
           E:robertmitchell1410@gmail.com 

             Divine Mercy Devotion & Mass                                                                                                 
Divine Mercy Devotion & Mass Fri 03 July 7pm at St Mary’s Parish, Mt Albert.     

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Chaplet of Mercy Sung, Benediction, Mass 

followed by veneration of St Faustina’s relic. All welcome.    

                                     

                            Marriage & Family Life                                                                                        
Inviting all whanau with babies and children (0-5 yrs) to a newly established 

monthly Catholic Coffee Group starting Sat 04 July 11am at Sacred Heart 

Church (hall) - 16 Vermont St, Ponsonby. Come along and meet with other                      

likeminded families where God resides. Plenty of parking. For more info please 

contact:Gerry Smith 021 022 47442 (Leader of Marriage & Family Life Ministries) 

                                                                                                                                          

             The Beginning Experience                                                                                                     

                     21-23 August                                                                                                              
The Beginning Experience is a non-profit organization that provides support for 

those suffering the heartache of separation, divorce or widowhood. This is an    

opportunity to turn the pain of loss into an experience of positive growth.                            

Costs include accommodation, meals and materials $350 (early bird $325 if paid 

by 08 July). For more info please contact Karena 021 802 352 (evenings). 

 

 

 

                                                                         


