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OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH  

NEWSLETTER 

Confessing Our Own Sins 

The great biblical scholar, William Barclay, told the following story. He was on a 

train journey from Scotland to England and as he was passing through the                 

Yorkshire moors, he spotted a little whitewashed cottage. Its radiant whiteness 

shone out against the drab moors.                                                                          

A few days later he passed that way again. In the meantime the snow had fallen 

and covered the ground. He came again to the little whitewashed cottage. But 

now its whiteness actually seemed dull against the virgin whiteness of the snow.           

If we should compare ourselves with others, let us compare ourselves only with 

Christ himself. When we lay our imperfect lives beside his sinless life, all we will 

be able to say is: ‘Lord, be merciful to me. I am a sinner.’                                                       

The prayer of a typical Pharisee goes like this: ‘I thank you God that I am not 

grasping, unjust, adulterous like the rest of mankind and particularly that I am not 

like the tax collectors. I fast twice a week and I pay tithes on all I get.’                                

Pharisees usually confess the sins of others rather than their own. In their views, 

other people are thieves, rogues and adulterers. They, on the other hand, are                   

virtuous men. Yet, they had sins. In fact, they had very serious sins. Their main 

sin was that of pride. But they were also vain, self-righteous and despised others. 

The prayer of the tax collector might well have gone like this: ‘Lord, look at the 

Pharisees standing up there so that everybody can see them praying. Wearing 

their long robes to make themselves look holy. They like to win the esteem of    

others so as to bring honour upon themselves. They make sure they get the seats 

of honour at banquets and in the synagogue. They love it when people salute 

them in the marketplace and call them “Rabbi”. They are good at laying down the 

law for others but they don’t practice what they preach. They are the biggest           

hypocrites on two feet.’                                                                                                      

All this and more the tax collector could have said. And God might have added, ‘I 

agree with every word you have said…..because Jesus himself said all these 

things about the Pharisees.’                                                                   

                          (continued on the back page) 



 

PARISH NEWS 

All Saints Day                                                         
Sat 01 Nov   

Mass 9am & 5pm 

Please note that the names of all                
the faithful departed from our parish 
(Nov 2024 - Oct 2025) will be read               
at the Vigil Mass. 

All Souls Day                                                                
Sun 02 Nov                                                   

 

 

 

Mass 9am, 10.30am & 5pm 

A commemoration of all the faithful   
departed from our parish (Nov 2024         
to Oct 2025) will be held at all 3               
masses. Please note that one main 
candle will be lit this year.  

Parish Raffle 

Our parish is currently running a Raffle 
leading up to our Parish Get-Together 
Sat 08 Nov. Proceeds will go towards                             
supporting this special event. We will 
be selling raffle tickets after each           
mass this weekend.   

      * Tickets: $2 each OR $5 for 3                  
 * Prizes: A 4-burner BBQ and a    
     Chilly Bin                            
* Draw: Sat 08 Nov 1pm (during the      
              event)                                                                                                      

 

Your support will go a long way in      

helping us continue to grow as a parish                        

community. Be sure to get your tickets 

and encourage family and friends to 

join in too! Thank you for your support 

and generosity.                     PPC Team 

DIOCESE NEWS 

Candlelight Vigil  

It is that time of the year again…..when 
we come together to unite in prayer at 
the annual Candlelight Vigil for the    
Unborn Sun 02 Nov 7.30pm at Potter’s 
Park, corner of Balmoral & Dominion 
Roads. Candles provided.  

 

Youth Leaders Hui 

Join us for our Youth Leaders Hui Sat 
15 Nov 9am-1.30pm Pompallier         
Diocesan Centre to connect, share and 
shape the future of youth ministry in our 
Diocese. We want to hear your hopes, 
insights and ideas as we look ahead      
together! We will look, in particular, how 
we can: 

 Strengthen the youth ministry across 
the Diocese 

 Relaunch Youth Mass in 2026 

 Grow regular consultation and      
collaboration among youth leaders 

Lunch will be provided. Be sure to                    
register at:                      
events.humanitix.com/youth-leaders 



  Mass Times  
Monday:               9am 

Tues/Wed/Thurs  6.30pm 

Wed: Novena       6pm 

Friday:                  9am        

First Friday:     6.30pm  

Saturday:           5pm Vigil 

Sunday:         9am,10.30am,5pm 

 

Reconciliation by appointment. 

Please contact the parish office 

Readings For The Upcoming Week 

Mon 27 Oct: Rom 8:12-17 

Lk 13:10-17   Ps 67:2, 4, 6-7, 20-21 

Tue 28 Oct:  Eph 2:19-22 

Lk 6:12-19    Ps 18:2-5 

Wed 29 Oct: Rom 8:26-30 

Lk 13:22-30  Ps 12:4-6 

Thu 30 Oct: Rom 8:31-39 

Lk 13:31-35  Ps 108:21-22, 26-27, 

Fri 31 Oct:   Rom 9:1-5 

Lk 14:1-6      Ps 147:12-15, 19-20 

Sat 01 Nov:  Mt 5:1-12 

1 Jn 3:1-3      Ps 23:1-6 

Sun 02 Nov: All Souls’ Day 

 

        

Please pray for our sick parishioners:  

Violet Furtado, Mary Holmes, Ethan   

Peter  Lelo, Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius 

David Balsys, Kalameli Tauta, Pauline 

Caffell, Louisa Baptist, Robert                 

Shearman,  Siufaga Maileoi Lilii, Lee 

Dunn, Alex Soniega, Aaron Ablan, 

Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie Lemusu-Kea, 

Joy Rapcsak, Gerard Hoover, Vivien 

Luis 

 

 

Last Week’s Collection:                           

House - $1,645.10                                         

Parish - $2,899.10 

 Thank you for your generosity.   

If you wish to place a notice in our 

parish newsletter, please email the 

parish office by Wednesday 

Parish Foodbank 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Our foodbank is here to support                  
anyone in our community who needs 
a little extra help in times of hardship. 
You are eligible to receive food                         
assistance no matter what your                             
circumstances are. 

Our foodbank is here for you every       
Saturday 10.30am-12.30pm.                           
Call or text Anne 027 274 4042 if you 
have any questions or need help. 



 
 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 
7 Glendale Rd, Glen Eden 
Ph: 818-6325                           
Office hours: 9am to 3pm (Mon-Fri) 
E-mail: ourladyoflourdes@xtra.co.nz 
Web: www.glenedencatholic.org.nz 
Facebook: Glen Eden Catholic Church 

Priests Contacts: 
 
Parish Priest: Fr Paul Helsham OFM Cap 
                       E:paulhelsham@gmail.com   
                                                                       
Asst Parish Priest:                                             
         Fr Praful Kerketta OFM Cap        
          E: kerkettapraful20@gmail.com                        
                                                                           
Deacon:      Robert Mitchell                       
           E:robertmitchell1410@gmail.com 

(continued) 

But the tax collector said nothing of the sort. Instead he simply said, ‘God, be                   

merciful to me, a sinner.’                                                                                                          

We may have been brought up to believe that we had to be dressed up both                             

outwardly and inwardly before we dare to show ourselves before God. But the truth 

is we have to come before God as we are.                                                                               

Like Francis of Assisi said, ‘I am what I am before God, no more no less.’  

Flor McCarthy SDB 

         

        Parish Get-Together at Our Lady of Lourdes                                              

   Sat 08 Nov 11am-2pm  

 

Come and celebrate the vibrant cultural diversity 

of our parish!                                                                        

All parishioners and visitors are warmly invited 

to come along to this fun-filled day featuring                               

traditional foods, lively cultural performances 

and warm community spirit.                                                   

Be sure to join us for the Raffle Draw @ 1pm for 

your chance to win a 4-burner BBQ and a Chilly 

Bin!                      

                               See you there! 

  


