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The Pearl Of Great Price

John Steinbeck has a story about a poor Mexican fisherman who made a
meagre living diving for pearls. He dreamed that one day he would find a pearl of
great value. One day he dived into the sea and came up with an oyster. He
opened it, and there it was - the pearl of great price.

He was overjoyed and started to make plans for his future. He was not greedy or
over-ambitious. His aims were modest. He would sell the pearl and with the
money he would get an education for his son, some new clothes for his wife and
a hunting rifle for himself. It seemed that all his troubles were over. Alas, they
were only beginning.

The pearl brought nothing but trouble. Prior to this he enjoyed a good relationship
with his neighbours. Now he did not know whom to trust. Thieves broke into his
house one night. Having failed to get their hands on the pearl, they burned down
his house. The merchants told him the pearl was worthless and when he tried to
sell it in another town, he was pursued by killer thieves. He had no option but to
defend himself which led to the killing of all three thieves but not before one of
them killed his son.

At that point he lost the will to fight on. His house has been burned down, his son
is dead and he himself has turned into a killer. Completely defeated, he returned
to his village and threw the pearl back into the sea.

Steinbeck’s story isn’t a happy one. But sadly, that’s how it often is with the
treasures of this world. Jesus also told a story about a man who found a pearl.
But this pearl is guaranteed to bring its finder joy, not misery. It brings out the best
in him, not the worst. And God wants us all to possess it. It is closer and more
accessible to us than we imagine.

What is this pearl?

It is the kingdom of God. The concept is very simple - it is about being in a deep,
loving relationship with God. Those who find this pearl are truly blessed.

(continued on the back page)




PARISH NEWS

Parish Pastoral Council

The monthly meeting of our Parish
Pastoral Council will be held Tues 28
July 7pm (hall). The newly appointed
members of the recently commissioned
council warmly extend an invitation to
all parishioners who may be interested
in contributing to and enhancing the
vibrancy of our parish to come along

to the meeting. At the meeting we will
be focusing on:

+ preparations for the annual Parish
Planning Day which will be held on
Sat 22 Aug

+ what the parish mission and goals for
the year ahead will be

+ prioritising actions for any events
and/or activities that are in the
pipeline

Note: If any parishioner wishes to

raise suggestions or concerns at the

meeting, please email Cristy Herrera:
jharren64@gmail.com 2 weeks
before the meeting to be added to the
agenda.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Manaakitia e te Atua/God bless

First Aiders

To comply with health and safety
requirements we are calling on all
first aiders in the parish to volunteer
their services so that we have a
first aider present at each of the
weekend masses.

If you are not trained or need to
renew your certificate, the parish
will organize this on your behalf.
We are all called to serve, and if
this is your calling, please contact:
Richard Sebastian 021 034 1090
or email rich2chris@gmail.com

DIOCESE NEWS

World Day for Grandparents and the
Elderly

An annual celebration
instituted by Pope
Francis in 2021.

It is typically celebrated
on the fourth Sunday of July close to
the liturgical Feast of Saints Joachim
and Anne.

Dear Lord,

We ask your blessing upon our
grandparents and older loved ones.
May they continue to grow in grace
and wisdom, always rooted in your
love, Amen.




Mass Times
Monday: 9am
Tues/Wed/Thurs 6.30pm
Wed: Novena 6pm

Friday: 9am

First Friday: 6.30pm

Saturday: S5pm Vigil

Sunday: 9am,10.30am,5pm

Reconciliation by appointment.
Please contact the parish office

A thanksgiving message to our
sacramental coordinators: Cheryl
Sinclair, Evelyn Pereira, Malia Tonga,
Nicole Wells-Green, Lauren Brayshaw,
Natalie Fernandes and Giselle
Mascarenhas for their generous time
and great dedication this year in
assisting the children, parents and
sponsors for the preparation and
forthcoming celebration of Confirmation
and First Holy Communion with Bishop
Peter Brown which will be held Sun 02
Aug at the 10.30am mass.

Please pray for our sick parishioners:
Violet Furtado, Ethan Peter Lelo,
Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius David Balsys,
Kalameli Tauta, Louisa Baptist, Robert
Shearman, Siufaga Maileoi Lilii, Lee
Dunn, Alex Soniega, Aaron Ablan,
Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie Lemusu-Kea,
Joy Rapcsak, Gerard Hoover, Pratima
Hollomon

Last Week’s Collection:
House - $1,661.10
Parish - $2,811.40

Thank you for your generosity.

Mass Intentions to be submitted by
Monday 3pm for the current week -
(Tuesday through to the following Monday).

Readings For The Upcoming Week

Mon 27 Jul: Jer 13:1-11

Mt 13:31-35 Deut 32:18-21
Tue 28 Jul: Jer 14:17-22

Mt 13:36-43 Ps 78:8-9,11,13
Wed 29 Jul: 1Jn4:7-16

Jn 11:19-27 Ps 33:2-11

Thu 30 Jul: Jer 18:1-6

Mt 13:47-53 Ps 145:2-6

Fri 31 Jul:  Jer 26:1-9

Mt 13:54-58 Ps 68:5,8-10,14
Sat 01 Aug: Jer 26:11-16, 24
Mt 14:1-12  Ps 68:15-16,30-34
Sun 02 Aug: Is 55:1-3

Mt 14:13-21 Rom 8:35,37-39
Ps 144:8-9,15-18




(continued)
And even in the eyes of the world they are poor, but in the eyes of God they are rich.
To taste the joy of the kingdom involves letting go of all other things. Not in the
sense that we have to give them up entirely - we still need certain things to live by
but in the sense that they are no longer the centre of our lives.
The pearl is not an illusion. It brings peace to the soul, joy to the heart and beauty to
life. A simple but deeply religious woman said to me, ‘| am alone but | don't feel
lonely because | have God to talk to.” Only God can give us what we are looking for.
Only him can satisfy the longings of our heart. That God as St Paul tells us can
make all the things work for our good. Not just the good things, but even the bad, the
sad and the painful things too.

Flor McCarthy SDB

New to the Parish?
A message for all new parishioners who would like to register at our parish:
Welcome! We are so happy to have you as part of our congregation.
You can register by:
Completing the registration form available in the church foyer. A member of the
Parish Council will be available after mass to help with any queries you may
have.
Once completed, please use the dropbox situated by the parish office.
Our parish offers a planned giving programme where you can donate online or
via the envelope system. If you wish to join this programme, please make a note
of this on your form.
All your donations are recorded and a receipt for tax purposes will be provided to
you at the end of the financial year. Thank you.

Priests Contacts:

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC Parish Priest: Fr Paul Helsham OFM Cap

CHURCH E:paulhelsham@gmail.com
7 Glendale Rd, Glen Eden ) .
Ph: 818-6325 Asst Parish Priest:

Fr Praful Kerketta OFM Cap

Office hours: 9am to 3pm (Mon-Fri) E: kerkettapraful20@gmail.com

E-mail: ourladyoflourdes@xtra.co.nz
Web: www.glenedencatholic.org.nz Deacon: Robert Mitchell
Facebook: Glen Eden Catholic Church E:robertmitchell1410@gmail.com




