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God’s Discipline

The early Christians were having a rough time. They were having to cope with all
kinds of trials and persecutions.
The author of the Letter to the Hebrews told them that they should regard it as
part of their training as disciples of the Lord. Just as any parent disciplines his
child so God disciplines us. Suffering is part of the training though God was not
talking here about tragedy.
Suffering is a hard school in which all of us are slow learners. Suffering can and
does drive people away from God. They blame God for their sufferings and get
angry with him. But suffering can benefit us - it depends on how we deal with it.
The first thing that must be said is that suffering should not be seen as a
punishment from God. God punishes no one. God allows suffering but that is not
the same as saying God causes it. We may not know why God allows it - maybe
to teach us lessons we could not learn any other way.
Suffering is an indispensable part of becoming human. It seems that we cannot
become people of maturity and depth without it. Suffering can purify the soul and
transform the character. Suffering can bear fruit.
Van Gogh said the following: ‘We have to bear hardship in order to ripen.’
Now, if suffering is required in the process of becoming human, all the more
necessary in the process of becoming mature Christians. Our trials and pains can
bring us closer to God. He does not abandon us but upholds us. In suffering we
experience God’s power and love. There is nothing we cannot handle with God’s
help. Turning away from God is turning away from our greatest source of help,
guidance protection and strength.
Suffering can also bring us closer to others, especially other sufferers. There are
truths that only suffering can teach. One of those truths is compassion. We can
draw strength from the courage others show in the face of suffering.
There is a Persian proverb that says: ‘I cried because | had no shoes until | met a
man who had no legs.’

(continued on the back page)




PARISH NEWS

Marian Day

The Legion of Mary
\ warmly invites all
| parishioners to join
- them in celebrating
| Marian Day Sat 06
Sep 9am-12pm
(hall).

This event includes a talk on The
Defence of Mary, a video on Marian
apparitions, fun activities. Lunch will
be served.

Come deepen your love for our
Blessed Mother before her nativity
and discover the strength of her
spiritual army. See you there!

Election Day

Due to the upcoming Election
Saturday 06 Sep, please note that
the hall will not be available for this
purpose from 27-30 Aug and

03-05 Sep. The booths will be open
for advanced voting during these
periods from 10am to 4pm.

Parish Morning Tea - postponed to
Fri 12 Sep.

The Eucharistic Miracles of the World

4

In conjunction with the upcoming
canonization of Blessed Pier Giorgio
Frassati and Blessed Carlo Acutis, the
Junior and Senior Legion of Mary will
hold The Eucharistic Miracles of the
World conceived and designed by
Blessed Carlo Acutis on the following
dates (hall):

* Sat 06 Sep 4pm-7pm

*Sun 07 Sep 10am-1pm

*Sun 07 Sep 4pm-7pm
Join us to learn more about these two
young Saints, strengthen your faith
and increase your spiritual awareness.

DIOCESE NEWS
Legion of Mary

The Legion of Mary Gathering Auxiliary
& Active Members (Northshore & West
Auckland) will be held Sun 31 Aug 2pm
at St Mary’s Church, Northcote.
Eucharistic Adoration, Rosary and
Benediction followed by fellowship and
refreshments in the parish hall. All
Legion members are invited to attend.




Mass Times
Monday: 9am
Tues/Wed/Thurs 6.30pm
Wed: Novena 6pm

Friday: 9am

First Friday: 6.30pm

Saturday: S5pm Vigil

Sunday: 9am,10.30am,5pm

Reconciliation by appointment.
Please contact the parish office

2025 Vailankanni Novena

In honour of our Blessed Mother of Good
Health the Vailankanni Novena will start
from Sat 30 Aug to Mon 08 Sep being
the Feast Day.

Novena, Rosary and Holy Mass
weekdays 6pm will be celebrated at the
Avondale Chapel; Saturdays 5.30pm.
Mass Sundays 6pm at Christ the King.
Feast Day 6pm will be held at Christ
the King.

You are welcome to join us even though
our chapel is small but our heart is big.
We all need prayers so come and place
your fervent requests at our Mother’s
feet. She will grant your wishes through
her Son Jesus Christ.

Please pray for our sick parishioners:
Violet Furtado, Mary Holmes, Ethan
Peter Lelo, Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius
David Balsys, Kalameli Tauta, Joan
Unkovich, Pauline Caffell, Louisa
Baptist, Robert Shearman, Siufaga
Maileoi Lilii, Lee Dunn, Alex Soniega,
Aaron Ablan, Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie
Lemusu-Kea, Joy Rapcsak, Gerard
Hoover, Vivien Luis

Last Week’s Collection:
House - $1,391.50

Parish - $2,233.10
Thank you for your generosity.

If you wish to place a notice in our
parish newsletter, please email the
parish office by Wednesday

Readings For The Upcoming Week

Mon 25 Aug: 1 Thess 1:1-5, 8-10
Mt 23:13-22 Ps 149:1-6, 9

Tue 26 Aug: 1 Thess 2:1-8

Mt 23:23-26 Ps 138:1-3, 4-6
Wed 27 Aug: 1 Thess 2:9-13

Mt 23:27-32 Ps 138:7-12

Thu 28 Aug: 1 Thess 3:7-13

Mt 24:42-51 Ps 89:3-4, 12-14, 17
Fri 29 Aug: Jer 1:17-19

Mk 6:17-29 Ps 70:1-6, 15, 17
Sat 30 Aug: 1 Thess 4:9-11

Mt 25:14-30 Ps 97:1, 7-9

Sun 31 Aug: Sirach 3:17-20, 28-29
Lk 14:1,7-14 Ps 67:4-7, 10-11
Heb 12:18-19, 22-24
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If we see suffering, at first, as a curse, we may come to see it as a blessing later on.
But that may take time. Helen Keller who went blind and deaf when 18 months old,
wrote: ‘| thank God for my handicaps, because through them | have found myself,

my work and my God.’

The road of suffering is a narrow and dark one. Jesus went down this road before
us. The disciples could not understand why Jesus had to suffer. But he said to them,
‘Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer in order to enter into God’s

glory?’

Jesus supports all those who follow him down this narrow way, and promises to
share his glory with them in the kingdom of heaven.

Flor McCarthy SDB

A Special Mass for the loss of a child will be offered
Sat 06 Sep 5pm at St Michael’s Church, Remuera.

A source of healing for those who have experienced
loss through miscarriage, stillbirth, prenatal diagnosis,
| abortion or loss of a child at any stage of life.

This mass will help provide spiritual support and honour these precious children.

Reconciliation and Adoration 4.30pm.

For more info please contact: Brenda Brightwell 027 641 5615
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