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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 21 September 2025

The Making of Character

Once a holy man was instructing his disciples on the danger of forming bad
habits. As they walked through the woods, he pointed to a small oak sapling and
asked one of his disciples to pull it up. The disciple did so with one hand. Then
the master pointed to another oak, a little larger than the first, and asked the
disciple to pull it up. He did so but had to use both hands. The master then
pointed to a third and larger oak with the same instructions. The disciple
managed to pull it up but only with the help of his companions. Finally, he pointed
to a much larger oak. Even with the help of his companions the disciple was
unable to pull it up. And the master concluded, ‘That’s how it is with bad habits.
In the beginning, before they sunk deep roots, it is easy to eradicate them. But if
we allow them to continue growing, it becomes virtually impossible to remove
them.’ It is hard to change the habits of a lifetime. Sow an act, and you reap a
habit. Sow a habit, and you reap a character. Sow a character, and you reap a
destiny. We see an example of this in the dishonest steward in Jesus’ story.

His dishonesty probably started in little ways. But eventually it became a way of
life. His master learned about his misconduct and confronted him. While it was
regarded as a moment of shame and disgrace for the steward, it also could have
been a moment of salvation. Because it showed him the dishonest reality in which
he was living and presenting him with the opportunity to turn his life around.
Sadly to learn that the steward carried on in his dishonest ways. He refused to
take responsibility for the kind of person he had become.

What is impossible to us can become possible with the aid of God’s grace.

St Paul and St Augustine were some of the greatest names in the Church’s
register who managed to turn their lives around.

Story

Birds are also known to come back to their old ways and in this situation, to their
old habitats. The Manx Shearwater is a good example. One of these was caught
and ringed in Wales.

(continued on the back page)




PARISH NEWS

Anointing of the Sick
Mass Fri 03 Oct 9am

Father in heaven,
through this holy anointing,
grant this person comfort
in their suffering.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Pledge Envelopes

Please pick up your new pack from the
church foyer. It starts Sunday 05 Oct.

Daylight Saving
Daylight saving begins Sunday 28 Sep.

Safeguarding in our Parish
As a parish family, we are committed
to promoting a true culture of
safeguarding in accordance with the
guidelines of the Archdiocese of
Auckland. Safeguarding is not just a
policy, it is a way of living out our faith,
ensuring that our children, young adults
and all vulnerable members of our
community are cared for and protected.

Keeping our parish a safe place is
everyone’s responsibility. Just as Christ
calls us to love and protect one another,
we ask for your support in making
safeguarding part of our daily parish
life. Together, we can build a community
where all feel secure, valued and
respected. If you notice any potential
risks or have safeguarding concerns,
please do not hesitate to reach out to
the Parish Safeguarding Officer in
confidence - Benoir D’Souza at:
safequarding.olol.ge@gmail.com
Alternatively, if you would like to speak
to someone about abuse or make a
complaint, please contact the National
Office for Professional Standards
(NOPS) on 0800 114 622 or email
prof.standards@nzcbc.orq.nz
Let us continue this important work in
the name of Christ, trusting that with
his guidance, our parish will always be
a place of safety, care and love.
Many thanks and God bless.

Benoir D’Souza

DIOCESE NEWS

The Upper Room Wed 15 Oct 6.30pm
Connect with other Catholic young
adults and dive into some relevant topics
with amazing guest speakers every
month. Get your tickets at:
www.events.humanitix.com




Mass Times
Monday: 9am
Tues/Wed/Thurs 6.30pm
Wed: Novena 6pm

Friday: 9am

First Friday: 6.30pm

Saturday: S5pm Vigil

Sunday: 9am,10.30am,5pm

Reconciliation by appointment.
Please contact the parish office

Fr Boniface’s Farewell Party
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Sunday 28 Sep
11.30am (hall)
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The parish will be hosting a luncheon
party to bid farewell to Fr Boniface.
Fr Boniface joined our parish as
Assistant Parish Priest in January
2018. To him we say:

THANK YOU..... for your ministry
and inspiring sermons over the
years, your generosity of spirit and
commitment to our community.
May God continue to bless you in
your priesthood.

Please pray for our sick parishioners:
Violet Furtado, Mary Holmes, Ethan
Peter Lelo, Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius
David Balsys, Kalameli Tauta, Joan
Unkovich, Pauline Caffell, Louisa
Baptist, Robert Shearman, Siufaga
Maileoi Lilii, Lee Dunn, Alex Soniega,
Aaron Ablan, Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie
Lemusu-Kea, Joy Rapcsak, Gerard
Hoover, Vivien Luis

Last Week’s Collection:
House - $1,540.40

Parish - $2,529.80
Thank you for your generosity.

If you wish to place a notice in our
parish newsletter, please email the
parish office by Wednesday

Readings For The Upcoming Week

Mon 22 Sep: Ezra 1:1-6

Lk 8:16-18 Ps 125

Tue 23 Sep: Ezra 6:7-8, 12, 14-20
Lk 8:19-21  Ps 121:1-5

Wed 24 Sep: Ezra 9:5-9

Lk 9:1-6 Tobit 13:2, 4, 6-8
Thu 25 Sep: Haggai 1:1-8

Lk 9:7-9 Ps 149:1-6, 9

Fri 26 Sep: Haggai 1:15 - 2:9
Lk 9:18-22 Ps 42:1-4

Sat 27 Sep: Zech 2:5-9, 14-15
Lk 9:43-45 Jer 31:10-13

Sun 28 Sep: Amos 6:1, 4-7

Lk 16:19-31 Ps 145:6-10

1 Tim 6:11-16




(continued)

Then it was taken to Boston three thousand miles away, where it was released. Two
weeks later it was back home in Wales at the same exact spot where it was
captured.

The homing instinct is found in humans too. People have known to return to their old
homes but also to their old selves. They return to pick up the pieces of their former
lives.

Whether the homing instinct is a help or a hindrance depends on where our true
‘home’ lies. Those who are accustomed to living in the light will return to the light.
But those who are accustomed to living in the dark will, in all probability, return to the
dark.

Flor McCarthy SDB

Praise in the Park
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g Save the date:14 February 2026 4pm-6pm

,”,\,m,”,wm P 8 Praise in the Park - a two-hour Catholic event

THE LORD! PSAL \1 150:

@iy Quem-cm@ & ¢ A% at Selwyn Domain, 48-56 Tamaki Drive,
ALL ARE WELCOME IRl ‘;_,‘s - Py MiSSion Bay

www.praiseinthepark.nz

There will be praise and worship, testimonies and gospel teaching followed by a
time of Eucharistic Adoration where space for reflection, prayer and encounter
with Jesus will be offered.

If you can help with administration, sponsorship, prayer ministry or practical help
on the day, please email: aucklandccr@gmail.com

Priests Contacts:

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC Parish Priest: Fr Paul Helsham OFM Cap

CHURCH Nect Parich P E:pau/he/sham@gmail. com

7 Glendale Rd, Glen Eden sst Parish Priests:

Ph: 818_6325 Fr Boniface KUjUf' OFM Cap
Office_ hours: 9am to 3pm (Mon-Fri) E‘,b,g’[’;’;t‘,’,f %gggg%ﬁﬂl’g;g
E-mail: ourladyoflourdes@xtra.co.nz E: kerkettapraful20@gmail.com
Web: www.glenedencatholic.org.nz Deacon: Robert Mitchell

Facebook: Glen Eden Catholic Church E:robertmitchell1410@gmail.com




