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OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH  

NEWSLETTER 

The Role of Prayer 

No one can live a Christian life without prayer. But we have to understand what 

prayer is and what it does.                                                                                                  

Three men were trapped in a dark cellar that had no doors or windows. The first 

was a writer by the name of Ivan. He had no faith. He just sat there cursing the 

darkness. ‘There is nothing we can do. We might as well resign ourselves to our 

fate,’ he said despairingly.                                                                                                  

The second was Peter, who was a very religious man. He prayed for a long time. 

When he had finished, he sat back and waited for a miracle.                                                    

The third man was a bricklayer by the name of George. George was quite                        

religious in his own way. But he was also a very practical man. He had a small 

chisel in his pocket. With the light of a match he found a small hard wood that he 

could use as a hammer to chip away the wall. The work was slow, monotonous 

and extremely tiring. He got dust in his eyes and blisters on his hands. Neither of 

the other two showed any inclination to help him. Ivan sat in one corner smoking 

and Peter sat in another corner praying.                                                                                    

From time to time George too prayed: ‘Dear God, I believe that with your help we 

can make it out of here. Please help us.’                                                                                                                            

After hours of painful work, they succeeded in finding a way out. They shouted for 

joy and thanking God at the same time.                                                                     

Here we have three different attitudes to prayer. For Ivan prayer was a waste of 

time. Since he had no faith, his attitude was logical. If you don’t believe in God 

then you would not pray. For Peter prayer was a substitute for action. So, once he 

had prayed, he sat back and waited for God to come to his rescue. Some of us 

practice this type of prayer especially when praying for others. It is just words. 

George believed in prayer, as a spur to action. Having prayed, he immediately 

took whatever action he could. His prayer served the purpose of keeping up his 

courage and hope. It also gave him a sense of God’s nearness and an assurance 

that God had not abandoned him. He drew strength from this.                                    

                       (continued on the back page) 



 

PARISH NEWS 

All Saints Day                                                         
Sat 01 Nov   

 

 

 

Mass 9am & 5pm 

Please note that the names of all                
the faithful departed from our parish 
(Nov 2024 - Oct 2025) will be read               
at the Vigil Mass. 

All Souls Day                                                                
Sun 02 Nov                                                   

 

 

 

Mass 9am, 10.30am & 5pm 

A commemoration of all the faithful   
departed from our parish (Nov 2024         
to Oct 2025) will be held at all 3               
masses. Please note that one main 
candle will be lit this year.  

October - Month of the Rosary 

The Legion of Mary will be leading the 

Rosary during the month of October           

on the following days before mass:                

     * Saturdays 4.30pm                  

   * Sundays 8.30am & 4.30pm 

 

Pope Leo XIV Special Message  for 

World Mission Day 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,                                      

On World Mission Sunday every year, 

the whole Church prays, united,                         

particularly for missionaries and the 

fruitfulness of their apostolic labors. 

When I served as a missionary priest 

and then bishop in Peru, I saw first-

hand how the faith, the prayer and the 

generosity shown on World Mission 

Sunday can transform entire                       

communities. I urge every Catholic   

parish in the world to take part in World 

Mission Sunday. Your prayers, your 

support will help spread the Gospel, 

provide for pastoral and catechetical 

programs, help to build new churches, 

and care for the health and educational 

needs of our brothers and sisters in 

mission territories. This October 19th, 

as we reflect together on our baptismal 

call to be “missionaries of hope among 

the peoples”, let us commit ourselves 

anew to the sweet and joyful task of 

bringing Christ Jesus our hope to the 

ends of the earth.                             

Thank you for everything you will do to 

help me help missionaries throughout 

the world.                                                     

God bless you all. 

 



  Mass Times  
Monday:               9am 

Tues/Wed/Thurs  6.30pm 

Wed: Novena       6pm 

Friday:                  9am        

First Friday:     6.30pm  

Saturday:           5pm Vigil 

Sunday:         9am,10.30am,5pm 

 

Reconciliation by appointment. 

Please contact the parish office 

Readings For The Upcoming Week 

Mon 20 Oct: Rom 4:20-25 

Lk 1:69-75     Lk 12:13-21 

Tue 21 Oct:  Rom 5:12, 15, 17-21 

Lk 12:35-38  Ps 39:7-10, 17 

Wed 22 Oct: Rom 6:12-18 

Lk 12:39-48  Ps 123 

Thu 23 Oct: Rom 6:19-23 

Lk 12:49-53  Ps 1:1-4, 6 

Fri 24 Oct:   Rom 7:18-25 

Lk 12:54-59  Ps 118:66, 68, 76-77 

Sat 25 Oct:  Rom 8:1-11 

Lk 13:1-9      Ps 23:1-6 

Sun 26 Oct: Sirach 35:12-14, 16-19 

Lk 18:9-14    Ps 33:2-3, 17-19, 23 

       2 Tim 4:6-8, 16-18 

Please pray for our sick parishioners:  

Violet Furtado, Mary Holmes, Ethan   

Peter  Lelo, Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius 

David Balsys, Kalameli Tauta, Pauline 

Caffell, Louisa Baptist, Robert                 

Shearman,  Siufaga Maileoi Lilii, Lee 

Dunn, Alex Soniega, Aaron Ablan, 

Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie Lemusu-Kea, 

Joy Rapcsak, Gerard Hoover, Vivien 

Luis 

 

 

Last Week’s Collection:                           

House - $1,633.30                                            

Parish - $2,625.60 

 Thank you for your generosity.   

If you wish to place a notice in our 

parish newsletter, please email the 

parish office by Wednesday 

     *******  Parish Raffle  *******             
Our parish will be running a Raffle 

starting Sat 18 October leading up to 

our Parish Get-Together Sat 08 Nov. 

Proceeds will go towards supporting 

this special event. We will be selling 

raffle tickets after each mass for 3             

consecutive weekends. 

      * Tickets: $2 each OR $5 for 3     

 * Prizes: A 4-burner BBQ and a   

      Chilly Bin                        

 * Draw: Sat 08 Nov 1pm (during the     

               event)                                                           

Your support will go a long way in      

helping us continue to grow as a parish                        

community. Be sure to get your tickets 

and encourage family and friends to 

join in too! Thank you for your                     

generosity and support.        PPC Team 



 
 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 
7 Glendale Rd, Glen Eden 
Ph: 818-6325                           
Office hours: 9am to 3pm (Mon-Fri) 
E-mail: ourladyoflourdes@xtra.co.nz 
Web: www.glenedencatholic.org.nz 
Facebook: Glen Eden Catholic Church 

Priests Contacts: 
 
Parish Priest: Fr Paul Helsham OFM Cap 
                       E:paulhelsham@gmail.com   
                                                                       
Asst Parish Priest:                                             
         Fr Praful Kerketta OFM Cap        
          E: kerkettapraful20@gmail.com                        
                                                                           
Deacon:      Robert Mitchell                       
           E:robertmitchell1410@gmail.com 

(continued) 

When we look at the First Reading we see George’s view of prayer in action.                      

On their journey to the Promised Land the Israelites were set upon by the                             

Amalekites. In their struggle they relied on the prayer of Moses for their victory.              

A victory that clearly did not result from their own efforts alone but from the power of 

God mediated through the intercessory prayer of Moses.                                                     

‘Without divine assistance I cannot succeed; with it I cannot fail’ (Abraham Lincoln). 

Flor McCarthy SDB 

Parish Get-Together    

Celebrate Our Cultures!                                                

As part of our Get-Together Sat 08 Nov, we are inviting our       

parish community to host Cultural Dishes, Arts, Crafts or      

Performances to reflect the beautiful diversity of our parish.  

 Stalls: $30 per 1.8m table (provided) for your traditional     

  foods, arts & crafts 

For more info and to register, contact Deacon Robert, Venicio or email Ben at: 

ppc.olol.ge@gmail.com by Sun 19 October.  

 

 Columban Calendars 2026   

                      On sale now at the bookshop             
     or parish office (weekdays)                     
            $13                                 


