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16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 19 July 2026

Weeds Among The Wheat

The farmer in Jesus’ story planted good seeds in his field and expected a
bumper harvest. Soon a host of sturdy green shoots sprang up, covering the field
from end to end. It looked as if his expectations would be fulfilled.
The farmer was going through a honeymoon period. But then one morning he
discovered weeds growing among the wheat. Not just an odd weed here and
there, but weeds everywhere. The honeymoon was over.
He got a terrible shock and was bitterly disappointed. When he looked at the field
now, all he could see were the weeds. He had done everything right, yet the
weeds appeared.
The simple answer was to pull the weeds up. However, this proved impossible.
They were growing so close to the stalks of the wheat that he could not uproot
them without uprooting the wheat as well.
So what could he do?
Well, for one thing he calmed down. This allowed him to see things in better
perspective. He would have to work hard on the wheat, coaxing and encouraging
it in the hope that it would outgrow the weeds.
This happens in our lives too. We can do our best yet things go wrong. We must
not despair. The world is a mixture of light and darkness. Wheat and weeds grow
side by side but all is not lost.
Jesus sees the vulnerability of our own human frailties, and chooses to protect
the good, even if it means coexisting with the bad for a season. He gives us time.
The “weeds” in our lives such as difficult circumstances, bad habits, or even the
challenging people around us test our faith, but they also offer space for
conversion and grace. We are called to focus on growing our own wheat rather
than obsessing over pulling the weeds. So the farmer set to work. It wasn’t easy
but he tried to concentrate on the wheat. This proved a great help. He reaped a
fine harvest. Even though it fell short of the hundred percent he had hoped for,
the quality was excellent. There is more joy when victory is hard-won.

Flor McCarthy SDB




PARISH NEWS

Feast of St Mary Magdalene

Wed 22 July

St Thomas Aquinas gave her the title
Apostolorum Apostola (Apostle to the
Apostles) for her role in announcing
the Resurrection to the disciples.

Feast of St James
Sat 25 Jul

James the Great was primarily known
for his passionate zeal, his close
proximity to Jesus. He was the second
apostle to die (after Judas) and the
first to be martyred.

Parish Pastoral Council

The monthly meeting of our Parish
Pastoral Council will be held Tues 28
July 7pm (hall). The newly appointed
members of the recently commissioned
council warmly extend an invitation to
all parishioners who may be interested
in contributing to and enhancing the
vibrancy of our parish to come along

to the meeting. At the meeting we will
be focusing on:

+ preparations for the annual Parish
Planning Day which will be held on
Sat 22 Aug

+ what the parish mission and goals for
the year ahead will be

+ prioritising actions for any events
and/or activities that are in the
pipeline

Note: If any parishioner wishes to

raise suggestions or concerns at the

meeting, please email Cristy Herrera
jharren64@gmail.com 2 weeks
before the meeting to be added to the
agenda.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Manaakitia e te Atua/God bless

First Aiders

To comply with health and safety
requirements we are calling on all First
Aiders in the parish to volunteer their
services so that we have a first aider
present at each of the weekend
masses.

If you are not trained or need to renew
your certificate, the parish will organize
this on your behalf. We are all called to
serve, and if this is your calling, please
contact:

Richard Sebastian 021 034 1090 or

email rich2chris@agmail.com




Mass Times
Monday: 9am
Tues/Wed/Thurs 6.30pm
Wed: Novena 6pm

Friday: 9am

First Friday: 6.30pm

Saturday: S5pm Vigil

Sunday: 9am,10.30am,5pm

Reconciliation by appointment.
Please contact the parish office

Foodbank

No one should have
to go hungry

Together we share, together we care

Your generosity in supporting the
foodbank is amazing. We always
need the basics: Tea, coffee, sugar,
noodles, cereals, long life milk, jars

However, for July could you please
consider the following: soaps, wipes,
deodorants, shampoo, toothpaste,
dishwashing liquids, toilet paper.

In God’s love, thank you, Anne

Please pray for our sick parishioners:
Violet Furtado, Ethan Peter Lelo,
Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius David Balsys,
Kalameli Tauta, Louisa Baptist, Robert
Shearman, Siufaga Maileoi Lilii, Lee
Dunn, Alex Soniega, Aaron Ablan,
Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie Lemusu-Kea,
Joy Rapcsak, Gerard Hoover, Pratima
Hollomon

Last Week’s Collection:
House - $1,530.60
Parish - $2,496.30

Thank you for your generosity.

and tins (assorted), flour, cooking oil.

Mass Intentions to be submitted by
Monday 3pm for the current week -

(Tuesday through to the following Monday).

Readings For The Upcoming Week

Mon 20 Jul: Micah 6:1-4, 6-8

Mt 12:38-42 Ps 49: 5-6,8-9,16-17
Tue 21 Jul: Micah 7:14-15,18-20
Mt 12:46-50 Ps 84:2-8

Wed 22 Jul: 2 Cor 5:14-17

Jn 20:11-18 Ps 62:2-6,8-9

Thu 23 Jul: Jer 2:1-3,7-8,12-13
Mt 13:10-17 Ps 35:6-11

Fri 24 Jul:  Jer 3:14-17

Mt 13:18-23 Jer 31:10-13
Sat25Jul: 2 Cor4:7-15

Mt 20:20-28 Ps 125

Sun 26 Jul: 1 Kgs 3:5,7-12

Mt 13:44-52 Rom 8:28-30

Ps 118:57,72,76-77,127,130




Tetelestai Healing Retreat

Tetelestai, an ancient Greek word meaning ‘It is finished or completed.”
Tetelestai Ministries is holding an Inner Healing Retreat from 23rd to 27th
July at St Dominic’s Church, Blockhouse Bay.

This inner retreat emphasizes the importance of healing one’s inner being
through the love of God. Wounds of the past can affect us adversely and be
stumbling blocks in our journey towards God.

All welcome. Please bring along your Bible, notebook and lunch.

For more info please contact: Betsy Rego 021 165 3856

Thurs 23rd & Fri 24th July 6.30pm to 9pm

Sat 25th July 9.15am to 4.30pm
Sun 26th July 11am to 5pm
Mon 27th July 9.15am to 12pm

Ars Celebrandi Workshop

Reminder: There is still time to register for this workshop with Fr Paul Turner
Sat 25 July 10am-2.30pm at Christ the King Church, Owairaka. Mass is
9am, all welcome. Morning tea provided, please bring your own lunch.

To register, please consult the poster on the noticeboard.

Engaged? or know of someone who is thinking
of marriage? Did you know the Diocese of
Auckland runs a superb pre-marriage course.

CONTACT: Gerry Smith phone: 09 360 3025

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC
CHURCH

7 Glendale Rd, Glen Eden

Ph: 818-6325

Office hours: 9am to 3pm (Mon-Fri)
E-mail: ourladyoflourdes@xtra.co.nz
Web: www.glenedencatholic.org.nz
Facebook: Glen Eden Catholic Church

Priests Contacts:

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Helsham OFM Cap
E:paulhelsham@gmail.com

Asst Parish Priest:
Fr Praful Kerketta OFM Cap
E: kerkettapraful20@gmail.com

Robert Mitchell
E:robertmitchell1410@gmail.com

Deacon:




