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Casting Fire On The Earth 

‘I came to cast fire upon the earth……….I came, not to bring peace, but rather                      

division’ (Luke 12:49-51).                                                                                                       

Strange words to hear coming from Jesus.                                                                                

From today’s Gospel it might seem that Jesus came on earth to cause division 

but Jesus did not come to set people against each other. His presence and          

teaching caused division. In him God’s light has come into the world. Therefore 

people must choose for or against the light (Jn 3:19-21).                                                          

He taught that the kingdom of God was open to everyone - saints and sinners, 

Jews and Gentiles. This brought him into conflict with the religious establishment 

of his day. He called the scribes and Pharisees hypocrites. They called him a 

troublemaker.                                                                                                                                  

If Jesus had flattered people and said only nice things to them, he could have 

made himself popular. His words shocked some and infuriated others. The words 

he spoke to the poor were different from those he spoke to the rich. Same with 

the sinners and the self-righteous. His sense of justice brought him into conflict 

with those who exploited the weak and the poor. His tolerance brought him into 

conflict with the narrow-minded and the bigoted.                                                                

Story                                                                                                                                   

Jeremiah was a good man. We would have expected that he was universally 

loved yet he ended up being accused of being a troublemaker and lived with    

constant threats to his life. It happened because he was a prophet.                                   

He was called to be a prophet from an early age. He lived out his vocation during 

a time of great turmoil which saw the defeat of Israel and the destruction of                       

Jerusalem and the Temple. He loved his people dearly and never lost faith in the 

power of God to save them.                                                                                              

Prophets are regarded as ‘troublemakers’ - in the best sense of the term.                    

There is no greater disturber of peace than the person who preaches justice and 

speaks the truth.                                  

                               (continued on the back page) 



 

PARISH NEWS 

Marian Day 

                                               

The Legion of Mary 
warmly invites all                      
parishioners to join 
them in celebrating            
Marian Day Sat 06  
Sep 9am-12pm 
(hall).                                                

 

This event includes a talk on The                 
Defence of Mary, a video on Marian           
apparitions, fun activities. Lunch will                
be served.                                                      
Come deepen your love for our 
Blessed Mother before her nativity                
and discover the strength of her                      

spiritual army. See you there! 

 

Election Day 

Due to the upcoming Election                      

Saturday 06 Sep, please note that                 

the hall will not be available for this       

purpose from 27-30 Aug and                      

03-05 Sep. The booths will be open              

for advanced voting during these                

periods from 10am to 4pm.                                                                            

Parish Morning Tea - postponed to                  

Fri 12 Sep. 

 

 

DIOCESE NEWS 

2025 Vailankanni Novena 

In honour of our Blessed Mother of   

Good Health the Vailankanni Novena  

will start from Sat 30 Aug to Mon 08 Sep  

being the Feast Day.                                                   

Novena, Rosary and Mass weekdays 

6pm will be celebrated at the Avondale 

Chapel; Saturdays 5.30pm.                    

Mass Sundays 6pm at Christ the King. 

Feast Day 6pm will be held at Christ    

the King.                                                                 

You are welcome to join us even though 

our chapel is small but our heart is big. 

We all need prayers so come and place 

your fervent requests at our Mother’s 

feet. She will grant your wishes through 

her Son Jesus Christ.  

Divine Retreat NZ   

Divine Retreat Centre NZ is organizing 

a Spiritual Retreat on the Healing                   

Power of the Eucharist led by                           

Fr Joseph Edattu, Divine Retreat                

Centre (UK) at Christ the King Church, 

Mt Roskill. No registration needed.                         

All welcome.  

 * 26 & 27 Aug  6pm-9pm      

 *  30 Aug 11am-5pm                                         

 * 31 Aug 2pm-7pm    

 



  Mass Times  

Monday:               9am 

Tues/Wed/Thurs  6.30pm 

Wed: Novena       6pm 

Friday:                  9am        

First Friday:     6.30pm  

Saturday:           5pm Vigil 

Sunday:         9am,10.30am,5pm 

 

Reconciliation by appointment. 

Please contact the parish office 

Readings For The Upcoming Week 

Mon 18 Aug: Judges 2:11-19 

Mt 19:16-22   Ps 105:34-37, 39-44 

Tue 19 Aug:  Judges 6:11-24 

Mt 19:23-30   Ps 84:9, 11-14 

Wed 20 Aug: Judges 9:6-15 

Mt 20:1-16     Ps 20:2-7 

Thu 21 Aug: Judges 11:29-39 

Mt 22:1-14     Ps 39:5, 7-10 

Fri 22 Aug:   Ruth 1:1,3-6,14-16,22 

Mt 22:34-40  Ps 145:5-10 

Sat 23 Aug:  Ruth 2:1-3,8-11;4:13-17 

Mt 23:1-12    Ps 127:1-5 

Sun 24 Aug: Is 66:18-21 

Lk 13:22-30   Heb 12:5-7, 11-13  

Ps 116 

Please pray for our sick parishioners:  

Violet Furtado, Mary Holmes, Ethan   

Peter  Lelo, Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius 

David Balsys, Kalameli Tauta, Joan           

Unkovich,  Pauline Caffell, Louisa                     

Baptist, Robert Shearman,  Siufaga 

Maileoi Lilii, Lee Dunn, Alex Soniega, 

Aaron Ablan, Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie 

Lemusu-Kea, Joy Rapcsak, Gerard        

Hoover, Vivien Luis 

 

 

 

Last Week’s Collection:                           

House - $1,327.20 

 Parish - $2,338.40 

 Thank you for your generosity.   

If you wish to place a notice in our 

parish newsletter, please email the 

parish office by Wednesday 

                     Special Mass 

A Special Mass for the loss of a child 

will be offered Sat 06 Sep 5pm at                       

St Michael’s Church, Remuera.                        

A source of healing for those who have 

experienced loss through miscarriage, 

stillbirth, prenatal diagnosis, abortion    

or loss of a child at any stage of life.               

This mass will help provide spiritual 

support and honour these precious   

children.                                                           

Reconciliation and Adoration 4.30pm.                                                                

For more info please contact:  

Brenda Brightwell 027 641 5615 

                  Parish Bookshop 

The Parish bookshop is now open      

every Sunday 10am-10.30am.                           

Lots of new items....come meet us! 
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Take the Russian scientist, Andrei Sakharov. He was branded a ‘troublemaker’ by 

the Communist authorities when he called for an end to the persecution of dissidents 

and to the proliferation of nuclear weapons.                                                                                

Sometimes what we call peace is not really peace at all. There is a phoney peace 

that tolerate discrimination and inequality.                                                                            

How abnormal is much of what is accepted as normal.                                                                          

Jesus says he came to rekindle a fire upon the earth. Fire warms and comforts but it 

also burns up what is useless and refines what is impure. 

 Flor McCarthy SDB 

Joshua Catholic Men’s Retreat 

Does something need to change in your life?                                                                        

A weekend retreat for all men of FORMATION and ENCOUNTER CALLED to 

LEAD Fri 10 Oct 7pm to Sun 12 Oct 3pm at Chosen Valley Christian Camp,                      

Ararimu, Auckland.                                                                                                            

       Attending Priest: Fr Carl Telford SM                                                        

Guest Speaker: Bill McElhinney will give a series of 4 talks to      

encourage and inspire us                                                                                                     

Praise and Worship: Jeffery Nathan and Peoples Worship Ministry                               

Cost: $175 pp includes meals and accommodation                                                           

Contact: Mike Lobo 021 280 9285 or Jerome Hardy 027 233 4380 

 To register, scan the QR code or go to:                             

        www.menforchrist.wufoo.com/forms/called-to-lead 

 


