OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH Wn}
NEWSLETTER J‘ln sl

The Value of the Individual

Jesus didn’t wait for sinners to come to him. He went looking for them. And when
he found them, he befriended them. In doing so he scandalized the Pharisees,
who would have nothing to do with sinners. They assumed that God had nothing
to do with them either.
In the parable of the lost sheep Jesus showed them a very different kind of God.
To Jesus sinners were like lost sheep. A shepherd knows that a lost sheep is an
endangered sheep, therefore has more need of care than a sheep that is within
the fold. He would not hesitate to leave the flock and go looking for the lost
sheep. And if he finds it, he is overjoyed and brings it back to the fold. It is a
well-known fact that anything we lose holds an exaggerated value. We never
know the value of what we have until we lose it.
Jesus was saying to the Pharisees: if a shepherd will go to all the trouble of
finding one lost sheep, don’t you think that it is right for me to go looking
for people who are lost?
But some might ask: why should the shepherd go to all that trouble for the sake of
one sheep? Hasn't he got ninety-nine others?
To a good shepherd this is a meaningless question. To him each sheep is
important and precious.
Mother Teresa used to say: ‘I do not agree with the big way of doing things. To us
what matters is the individual.’
Jesus reveals the mercy of God towards sinners. He shows that God is
concerned about the least of his children. Every person is important and precious
to God.
‘When a father laments that his son has taken to evil ways, what should he do?
He should love him even more’ (Baal Shem Tov, Ukrainian rabbi).
There is a delightful story that one day Jesus came upon a shepherd who was
overcome with sorrow. He had lost one of his sheep and had looked everywhere.
He felt that the wolves may have already devoured it.
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PARISH NEWS

Anointing of the Sick
Mass Fri 03 Oct 9am

Father in heaven,
through this holy anointing,
grant this person comfort
in their suffering.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Pledge Envelopes

Please pick up your new pack from the
church foyer. It starts Sunday 05 Oct.

Daylight Saving
Daylight saving begins Sunday 28 Sep.

Safeguarding in our Parish
As a parish family, we are committed to
promoting a true culture of
safeguarding in accordance with the
guidelines of the Archdiocese of
Auckland. Safeguarding is not just a
policy, it is a way of living out our faith,
ensuring that our children, young adults
and all vulnerable members of our
community are cared for and protected.

Keeping our parish a safe place is
everyone’s responsibility. Just as Christ
calls us to love and protect one another,
we ask for your support in making
safeguarding part of our daily parish
life. Together, we can build a community
where all feel secure, valued and
respected. If you notice any potential
risks or have safeguarding concerns,
please do not hesitate to reach out to
the Parish Safeguarding Officer in
confidence - Benoir D’Souza at:
safequarding.olol.ge@gmail.com
Alternatively, if you would like to speak
to someone about abuse or make a
complaint, please contact the National
Office for Professional Standards
(NOPS) on 0800 114 622 or email
prof.standards@nzcbc.orq.nz
Let us continue this important work in
the name of Christ, trusting that with
his guidance, our parish will always be
a place of safety, care and love.
Many thanks and God bless.

Benoir D’Souza

Church Restoration

Please note that the church will be
undergoing some major restoration
works over the next few months namely
the Altar Crucifix, the Statues of the
Sacred Heart and Our Lady of Lourdes
and all 74 Stations of the Cross.




Mass Times
Monday: 9am
Tues/Wed/Thurs 6.30pm
Wed: Novena 6pm

Friday: 9am

First Friday: 6.30pm

Saturday: S5pm Vigil

Sunday: 9am,10.30am,5pm

Reconciliation by appointment.
Please contact the parish office

Fr Boniface’s Farewell Party
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The parish will be hosting a luncheon
party to bid farewell to Fr Boniface.
Fr Boniface joined our parish as
Assistant Parish Priest in January
2018. To him we say:

THANK YOU..... for your ministry
and inspiring sermons over the
years, your generosity of spirit and
commitment to our community.
May God continue to bless you in
your priesthood.
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Please pray for our sick parishioners:
Violet Furtado, Mary Holmes, Ethan
Peter Lelo, Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius
David Balsys, Kalameli Tauta, Joan
Unkovich, Pauline Caffell, Louisa
Baptist, Robert Shearman, Siufaga
Maileoi Lilii, Lee Dunn, Alex Soniega,
Aaron Ablan, Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie
Lemusu-Kea, Joy Rapcsak, Gerard
Hoover, Vivien Luis

Last Week’s Collection:
House - $1,447.00

Parish - $2,455.10
Thank you for your generosity.

If you wish to place a notice in our
parish newsletter, please email the
parish office by Wednesday

Readings For The Upcoming Week

Mon 15 Sep: Heb 5:7-9

Jn 19:25-27 Ps 30:2-6, 15-16, 20
Tue 16 Sep: 1 Tim 3:1-13

Lk 7:11-17  Ps 100:1-3, 5,6
Wed 17 Sep: 1 Tim 3:14-16

Lk 7:31-35 Ps 110:1-6

Thu 18 Sep: 1 Tim 4:12-16

Lk 7:36-50 Ps 110:7-10
Fri19 Sep: 1Tim6:2-12

Lk 8:1-3 Ps 48:6-10, 17-20
Sat 20 Sep: 1Tim 6:13-16

Lk 8:4-15 Ps 99

Sun 21 Sep: Amos 8:4-7

Lk 16:1-13  Ps 112:1-2, 4-8

1 Tim 2:1-8
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On hearing this Jesus told him that he will go and look for his sheep.

He disappeared into the hills and some hours later he returned with the sheep.
Putting it down at the shepherd’s feet he said, ‘From this day forward you must love
this sheep more than any other in your flock. For it was lost and now has been
found.’

Flor McCarthy SDB

Auckland Prayer Breakfast
Thursday 30 October

2025 | EDEN PARK

| P' - 6.15am Doors open
AUCKLAND £ i 6.50am Seated for Mihi

g% \ W ‘ Al 6.55am Mihi, Programme and Prayer
i et 8.20am Programme concludes & Breakfast

Tickets: www.prayerbreakfast.nz/auckland

aucklandprayerbreakfast.nz

This October, Christians from all across Auckland will unite at Eden Park for the
2025 Auckland Prayer Breakfast. We are gathering to pray for the 10th time
since it started by a small group of leaders passionate for unity and prayer for the
city.

Our theme for 2025 is GROW.

2 Peter 3:18 encourages us to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

Priests Contacts:

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC Parish Priest: Fr Paul Helsham OFM Cap

CHURCH Nsst Parich P E:p;au/he/sham@gmail. com

7 Glendale Rd, Glen Eden sstFarish Friests.

Ph: 818-6325 Fr BOI?I'fa.CG Kujur OFM_ Cap
Office hours: 9am to 3pm (Mon-Fri) E}b,ggﬂf %;ig?g%n,;ﬂl'ggg
E-mail: ourladyoflourdes@xtra.co.nz E: kerkettapraful20@gmail.com
Web: www.glenedencatholic.org.nz Deacon: Robert Mitchell

Facebook: Glen Eden Catholic Church E:robertmitchell1410@gmail.com




