
11th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                           14 June 2026 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH  

NEWSLETTER 

From Disciples to Apostles 

Parish councils are now part and parcel of most parishes. I attended once a study 

day organized for members of a parish council to learn that most of the members 

had joined the council because the parish priest asked them to do so. But they 

agreed for two main reasons of their own: firstly, they wanted to be more involved 

in their parish and secondly, they wanted to give something back. At first, I was 

disappointed. I had presumed they were all volunteers. But then I thought: Was 

this not the way Jesus did it? - as today’s Gospel shows.                                    

Jesus saw that the ordinary people were ‘like sheep without shepherd’. The sight 

moved him to think of the need for a mission by his disciples. Hence, out of the 

many disciples he had, he chose twelve to be apostles and sent them out. The 

apostles were not volunteers, they were recruits. Jesus called them, and they 

agreed to join him. Remember the words Jesus said to the apostles at the Last 

Supper: ‘You did not choose me, but I chose you………..’ (John 15:16).                            

Becoming an apostle involved a further step. It involved a progression from                 

disciple to apostle.  Not that one ever ceases to be a disciple, for we will be                     

learners all our lives.                                                                                                         

Becoming a member of the parish council involved the transition from passive to 

active Christians. Instead of being just takers they now become people who were 

willing to give. Faith is always demanding because it leads us beyond ourselves. 

Why did Jesus involve the apostles in his work?                                                                    

He did this first of all for the sake of the people as he couldn’t attend them all             

himself. And secondly, he did it for the sake of the apostles. It gave them a stake 

in his work and an opportunity to use their gifts and talents.                                                   

Jesus himself is the true shepherd, but he desires his disciples to act as                                      

shepherds of the people in his place and after his manner. He makes them his                

co-workers. God made human beings partners in the work of creation. And Christ 

made his disciples partners in the work of salvation. Through our baptism we are 

called to share in the ministry of Christ.                                                                               

                            (continued on the back page) 



 

                     PARISH NEWS                          

       Foodbank                                                                    
With the colder weather making its 

presence felt, could the following                     

donations be considered for our                  

foodbank?                                                   

Tinned products: beans, fish,          

soups, legumes, tomatoes, meat               

Spreads: peanut butter, jam                       

Sauces: for pasta and rice                                     

One item per month per family.              

       Many thanks, Anne 

       DIOCESE NEWS                                              

 Marriage Preparation Programme   
The Auckland Diocese is looking for 

volunteers to facilitate the Marriage                        

Preparation Programme. Training is 

starting soon. If you’ve been married 

for more than 5 years and feel drawn  

to helping engaged couples, please  

call Gerry Smith 021 022 47442 

 University Ministry Assistant                               
Are you looking for a role where you 

can make a meaningful impact in the 

lives of tertiary students?                            

Role: Ministry Assistant (6 campuses)

Key Duties: support student leaders, 

help deliver events, expand the                 

Catholic communities on campuses.   

To apply, visit the Auckland Diocese 

website, click on Diocesan Services. 

Applications close 21 June.   

 

       Alpha in the Catholic Context        
While the Alpha Course originally                

started in a Protestant, Anglican                                        

context (Holy Trinity Brompton,                   

London), it has been heavily adapted 

for the Catholic context.                                         

The programme provides a relaxed, 

non-judgemental environment where 

people can explore the basics of the 

Christian faith, ask big life questions 

and connect with others. All are                        

welcome to attend any one or more of 

these sessions via Zoom. Registrations 

are essential. Please contact Clare 

Bell:Clare@alpha.org.nz 

 17th June 7pm  

 22nd July 7pm  

 19th Aug 7pm 

 16th Sep 7pm 

           Public Talk with Br William                        
We are blessed to welcome Br William 

Short OFM, a renowned American 

Franciscan author and speaker. He will 

offer a talk on Thurs 09 July 7pm at        

St Therese Parish Hall, 463 Mt Albert 

Rd, Three Kings. Free entrance.                                            

Topic: St Francis - Friend of the Poor, 

Lover of Peace, Brother to all                     

Creatures.                                         

 



  Mass Times  
Monday:               9am 

Tues/Wed/Thurs  6.30pm 

Wed: Novena       6pm 

Friday:                  9am        

First Friday:     6.30pm  

Saturday:           5pm Vigil 

Sunday:         9am,10.30am,5pm 

 

Reconciliation by appointment. 

Please contact the parish office 

Readings For The Upcoming Week 

Mon 15 Jun:  1 Kg 21:1-16 

Mt 5:38-42      Ps 5:2-3, 5-7 

Tue 16 Jun:   1 Kg 21:17-29 

Mt 5:43-48      Ps 50:3-6,11,16 

Wed 17 Jun:  2 Kg 2:1, 6-14 

Mt 6:1-6          Ps 30:20, 21, 24 

Thu 18 Jun:   Sirach 48:1-14 

Mt 6:7-15        Ps 96:1-7 

Fri 19 Jun:     2 Kg 11:1-4, 9-18, 20 

Mt 6:19-23      Ps 131:11-14, 17-18 

Sat 20 Jun:    2 Chr 24:17-25 

Mt 6:24-34      Ps 88:4-5, 29-34 

Sun 21 Jun:   Jer 20:10-13 

Rom 5:12-15   Mt 10:26-33 

Ps 68:8-10,14,17,33-35 

Please pray for our sick parishioners:  

Violet Furtado, Mary Holmes, Ethan   

Peter  Lelo, Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius 

David Balsys, Kalameli Tauta, Pauline 

Caffell, Louisa Baptist, Robert                 

Shearman,  Siufaga Maileoi Lilii, Lee 

Dunn, Alex Soniega, Aaron Ablan, 

Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie Lemusu-Kea, 

Joy Rapcsak, Gerard Hoover, Pratima 

Hollomon 

 

 

 

Last Week’s Collection:                           

House - $2,207.10                                 

Parish - $3,096.00 

 Thank you for your generosity.   

Mass Intentions to be submitted by                                                                                                           

Monday 3pm for the current week -  

(Tuesday through to the following Monday). 

                   Legion of Mary                                            

Senior Legion of Mary (Our Lady of 

Lourdes Praesidium) ~ Wednesdays 

7.00pm (classroom)                                                              

Senior Legion of Mary (Mary Mother of 

Grace Praesidium) ~ Fridays 7.00pm                                             

Junior Legion of Mary (Our Lady Queen 

of Angels) (under 18) ~ Saturdays 3.30pm 

to 4.45pm                                                  

Junior Legion of Mary (Mary Mother of 

Good Counsel Praesidium) (under 18) ~ 

Sundays 11.45am to 1.00pm                                                                   

     Blessed Virgin Mary 

Would you like the Blessed Virgin Mary to 

visit your home? Members of The Legion 

of Mary can leave her statue at your place 

for 2 weeks. Receive a special protection 

and greatest blessings through her                 

intercession. If you are interested, please 

contact Marilyn 021 299 4357 



 
 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 
7 Glendale Rd, Glen Eden 
Ph: 818-6325                           
Office hours: 9am to 3pm (Mon-Fri) 
E-mail: ourladyoflourdes@xtra.co.nz 
Web: www.glenedencatholic.org.nz 
Facebook: Glen Eden Catholic Church 

Priests Contacts: 
 
Parish Priest: Fr Paul Helsham OFM Cap 
                       E:paulhelsham@gmail.com   
                                                                       
Asst Parish Priest:                                             
         Fr Praful Kerketta OFM Cap        
          E: kerkettapraful20@gmail.com                        
                                                                           
Deacon:      Robert Mitchell                       
           E:robertmitchell1410@gmail.com 

(continued) 

We are co-workers with Christ. At the end of every Mass, we are not simply                       

dismissed. We are sent out to share with others what we have received from the 

Lord.  

Flor McCarthy SDB                                                                        

World Youth Day  - Auckland 2026                                                                                                

Sat 01 Aug 10am-8.30pm Victory Convention Centre 

Inspired by the scripture chosen for the 40th World Youth Day - “You also are my 

witnesses because you have been with me” (Jn 15:27). This year’s event is about 

fixing our gaze on Jesus and becoming courageous witnesses of Christ in our 

world. All young Catholics are invited to register at: www.events.humanitix.com 

                                                                                                                             

Bible Study 

We believe it is a valuable time for us to learn from God’s Word together and 

grow closer to Him. We would be glad if you could join us every Tuesday 5.30pm 

(classroom).                                                                                                                         

For more info, please contact Christopher Navarro 021 730 714 

 

 

                                                                         

 


