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NEWSLETTER 

Importance of Gratitude 

Naaman was a powerful commander in the Syrian army who took offense when 

the prophet Elisha told him to wash himself seven times in the Jordan river and 

he would be healed of leprosy. It was a small obedience that didn’t make sense to 

him. His mind nearly talked him out of this miracle until his officers told him to just 

obey the simple instruction. What’s interesting is he didn’t have the faith that it 

would happen. He wasn’t singing praises and thanking God that the answer was 

coming. He was negative, sour, and complaining, but he was healed when he 

dipped down the seventh time.                                                                                 

Naaman’s healing was not in the water…..it was in the obedience. Our obedience 

may be difficult but God is the rewarder of those who honour and obey him.                   

He tried to express his gratitude to Elisha but the prophet refuses to accept it. 

That would suggest that the cure was due to him rather than to God. Naaman 

was a Gentile, in other words, an outsider like the Samaritan in today’s Gospel. 

She is the only one out of the ten people to thank Jesus for curing their leprosy.    

It is very important for us to express thanks to those who are good to us, they feel 

appreciated.                                                                                                                       

Story                                                                                                                                    

Marie de Hennezel (French psychologist) who worked as part of a remarkable 

team of doctors and nurses in a hospital for the terminally ill in Paris. In her book, 

Intimate Death, she tells us that it is very hard work, work that can consume you.    

It is not easy to watch people get weak, fade and leave us. One thing that has 

been a great source of encouragement for her is what she refers to as her 

‘Consolation Box.’ The box contains letters she has received from grateful                  

families. She says, ‘When I reach the end of my tether, when I doubt if there is 

any point to doing what I’m doing, I go and open the consolation box where I                

reread letters from the residents’ families thanking us for what we have done and 

pieces of paper with beautiful quotations that lift my heart and my spirit.’  

(continued on the back page) 



 

PARISH NEWS 

November Dead Lists 

On Saturday 18 October, a wooden 
box will be placed in the church foyer. 
You should have received a copy of the   
list in today’s newsletter. Please take it 
home and return it next week when the 
box will be available.  

 

All Saints Day                                                         
Sat 01 Nov   

 

 

 

Mass 9am & 5pm 

 

All Souls Day                                                           
Sun 02 Nov                                                   

 

 

 

Mass 9am, 10.30am & 5pm 

A commemoration of all the faithful   
departed from our parish (Nov 2024         
to Oct 2025) will be held at all 3               
masses. Please note that one main 
candle will be lit this year.  

 

 

October - Month of the Rosary 

The Legion of Mary will be leading the 

Rosary during the month of October           

on the following days before mass: 

         * Saturdays 4.30pm 

         * Sundays 8.30am & 4.30pm 

 

Parish Get-Together    

 

 

 

 

Celebrate Our Cultures!                            

As part of our Get-Together Sat 08 

Nov, we are inviting our parish          

community to host cultural dishes, 

arts, crafts or performances to reflect 

the beautiful diversity of our parish.  

 Stalls: $30 per 1.8m table (provided) 

for your traditional foods, arts & 

crafts 

For more info and to register, contact 

Deacon Robert, Venicio or email Ben 

at: ppc.olol.ge@gmail.com by Sun 19 

October.  

 



  Mass Times  
Monday:               9am 

Tues/Wed/Thurs  6.30pm 

Wed: Novena       6pm 

Friday:                  9am        

First Friday:     6.30pm  

Saturday:           5pm Vigil 

Sunday:         9am,10.30am,5pm 

 

Reconciliation by appointment. 

Please contact the parish office 

Readings For The Upcoming Week 

Mon 13 Oct: Rom 1:1-7 

Lk 11:29-32   Ps 97:1-4 

Tue 14 Oct:  Rom 1:16-25 

Lk 11:37-41  Ps 18:2-5 

Wed 15 Oct:  Rom 2:1-11 

Lk 11:42-46   Ps 61:2-3, 6-7, 9 

Thu 16 Oct:  Rom 3:21-30 

Lk 11:47-54   Ps 129:1-6 

Fri 17 Oct:    Rom 4:1-8 

Lk 12:1-7       Ps 31:1-2, 5, 11 

Sat 18 Oct:   2 Tim 4:10-17 

Lk 10:1-9       Ps 144:10-13, 17-18 

Sun 19 Oct:  Ex 17:8-13 

Lk 18:1-8       Ps 120 

        2 Tim 3:14 - 4:2 

Please pray for our sick parishioners:  

Violet Furtado, Mary Holmes, Ethan   

Peter  Lelo, Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius 

David Balsys, Kalameli Tauta, Pauline 

Caffell, Louisa Baptist, Robert                 

Shearman,  Siufaga Maileoi Lilii, Lee 

Dunn, Alex Soniega, Aaron Ablan, 

Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie Lemusu-Kea, 

Joy Rapcsak, Gerard Hoover, Vivien 

Luis 

 

 

Last Week’s Collection:                           

House - $1,709.70                                            

Parish - $2,637.50 

 Thank you for your generosity.   

If you wish to place a notice in our 

parish newsletter, please email the 

parish office by Wednesday 

 

                   
On sale now at      
the bookshop or 

parish office 
(weekdays)         

$13 

 

St Francis Retreat Centre 

Time Out Days ~ for those who seek a 

day retreat - Thurs 16 Oct 9.30am to 

2.30pm ($30 incl lunch) 

Prayer Retreat for Women ~ Fri 31 Oct 

6pm to Sun 02 Nov 3pm ($300 pp incl 

accommodation and meals).                             

Limited spaces, bookings essential.                         

For more info and to book visit:    

www.stfrancisretreatcentre.org.nz 



 
 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 
7 Glendale Rd, Glen Eden 
Ph: 818-6325                           
Office hours: 9am to 3pm (Mon-Fri) 
E-mail: ourladyoflourdes@xtra.co.nz 
Web: www.glenedencatholic.org.nz 
Facebook: Glen Eden Catholic Church 

Priests Contacts: 
 
Parish Priest: Fr Paul Helsham OFM Cap 
                       E:paulhelsham@gmail.com   
                                                                       
Asst Parish Priest:                                             
         Fr Praful Kerketta OFM Cap        
          E: kerkettapraful20@gmail.com                        
                                                                           
Deacon:      Robert Mitchell                       
           E:robertmitchell1410@gmail.com 

(continued) 

The concept of gratitude works both ways - it is interconnected and beneficial for 

both the giver and the receiver.                                                                                    

It is especially important to express thanks to God. He also feels equally appreciated 

by our gestures and grateful heart.  

Flor McCarthy SDB                                                                        

                                                Holy Mass - Our Lady of Lourdes 

For five consecutive months Mother Mary would appear on the 

13th of each month to three shepherd children - Lucia, Jacinta and 

Francisco -  in a small village in Fatima (Portugal) delivering                 

messages of peace, recalling the importance of daily recitation of 

the rosary, urging penance, being reminded of God’s love and           

being promised that God would give a sign so that all might              

            believe.                                          

Then on the sixth day (13 October,1917) something extraordinary called the 

“Miracle of the Sun” happened before a crowd of 70,000 people.                          

Witnesses reported seeing the sun dance, changing colours and shining with an                           

otherworldly brilliance - this was an undeniable confirmation of heaven’s                  

message.                                         

To commemorate this day, you are warmly invited to Holy 

Mass Monday 13 October 12pm with Fr Aleki followed by 

refreshments (hall).                                             

Together, let us honour Our Lady of Fatima and renew our 

hearts in her message of peace and hope. 


