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NEWSLETTER 

A Receptive Heart 

In the course of our lives we hear an enormous number of words. Most of these 

go in one ear and out the other. But some do have a profound effect on our lives. 

Why? Because they go straight to our hearts.                                                                         

Jesus compared the word to a seed. It is a beautiful image. A seed has the                      

potential to enrich. But for that to happen it needs to fall into favourable ground. 

So God’s word has the power to enrich our lives, provided we receive it                                

favourably.                                                                                                                       

The ground in which the precious seed of God’s word is sown is the human heart. 

It is worth knowing that not all grounds are conducive to growth. There are states 

of heart that favour growth and states that hinder it.                                                          

The hard ground represents those whose hearts are hard. Sadly, God’s call 

makes no impression on them. A hard heart is a closed heart, so it can’t receive. 

The rocky ground represents those whose hearts are resistant. God’s call is 

heard alright but doesn’t make a deep impression. When difficulties occur, it fades 

away.                                                                                                                                  

The thorny ground represents those whose hearts are full of worldly concerns that 

the call of God gets drowned out. It is not that God is deliberately excluded, but 

that there is no space for God.                                                                                             

The fertile ground represents those who receive God’s call with open and                           

generous hearts, and in responding to it, produces a harvest of goodness.                  

St Teresa of Avila said, ‘Whoever has God lacks nothing; God alone suffices.’                  

If God has no place in your heart then God will have no place in your life. We are 

not just bearers but sowers of the word - parents, teachers, preachers sow a lot of 

words. Jesus tells them not to be discouraged if no reward is apparent. Their job 

is to go on sowing and not to get disheartened. We must leave the harvest to 

God. The seed of God’s word once dropped into the human heart, never dies. It is 

never too late to act on the word of God. 

         Flor McCarthy SDB                                                                        



 

                     PARISH NEWS                               

       Foodbank                                  
Your generosity in supporting the 

foodbank is amazing. We always 

need the basics: Tea, coffee, sugar, 

noodles, cereals, long life milk, jars 

and tins (assorted), flour, cooking oil. 

However, for July could you please 

consider the following: soaps, wipes,            

deodorants, shampoo, toothpaste,  

dishwashing liquids, toilet paper.                                                   

In God’s love, thank you, Anne  

                                 

Health and Safety 

To comply with health and safety         

requirements we are calling on all 

first aiders in the parish to volunteer 

their services so that we have a              

first aider present at each of the             

weekend masses.                                                            

If you are not trained or need to           

renew your certificate, the parish         

will organize this on your behalf.             

We are all called to serve, and if           

this is your calling, please contact:                  

Richard Sebastian 021 034 1090  

or email rich2chris@gmail.com 

 

 

 

DIOCESE NEWS   

         Tetelestai Healing Retreat                                 
Tetelestai, an ancient Greek word 

meaning “It is finished or completed.” 

Tetelestai Ministries is holding an             

Inner Healing Retreat from 23rd to 

27th July at St Dominic’s Church, 

Blockhouse Bay. This inner retreat 

emphasizes the importance of               

healing one’s inner being through the 

love of God. Wounds of the past can 

affect us adversely and be stumbling 

blocks in our journey towards God. 

All welcome. Please bring along your 

Bible, notebook and lunch.                             

For more info please contact:                                          

Betsy 021 165 3856                           

Thurs 23rd & Fri 24th 6.30pm to 9pm                   

Sat 25th 9.15am to 4.30pm;                        

Sun 26th 11am to 5pm.                      

Mon 27th 9.15am to 12pm  

                      Caring Sunday                                                   
Please support Bishop Steve’s                   

Caring Foundation annual appeal 

Sun 19 July and help those in               

poverty be seen, heard and helped. 

To make your donation, use your 

special collection envelope or donate 

directly to BNZ 02-0100-0242648-00 

Thank you for your kind donation. 



  Mass Times  
Monday:               9am 

Tues/Wed/Thurs  6.30pm 

Wed: Novena       6pm 

Friday:                  9am        

First Friday:     6.30pm  

Saturday:           5pm Vigil 

Sunday:         9am,10.30am,5pm 

 

Reconciliation by appointment. 

Please contact the parish office 

Readings For The Upcoming Week 

Mon 13 Jul:    Is 1:10-17 

Mt 10:34-11:1  Ps 49:8-9,16-17,21,23 

Tue 14 Jul:     Is 7:1-9 

Mt 11:20-24    Ps 47:2-8 

Wed 15 Jul:   Is 10:5-7,13-16 

Mt 11:25-27    Ps 93:5-10,14-15 

Thu 16 Jul:    Is 26:7-9,12,16-19 

Mt 11:28-30    Ps 101:13-21 

Fri 17 Jul:      Is 38:1-8,21-22 

Mt 12:1-8        Is 38:10-12,16 

Sat 18 Jul:     Micah 2:1-5 

Mt 12:14-21    Ps 9B:1-4,7-8,14 

Sun 19 Jul:    Wis 12:13,16-19                        

Mt 13:24-43    Rom 8:26-27 

Ps 85:5-6,9-10,15-16 

Please pray for our sick parishioners:  

Violet Furtado, Ethan Peter Lelo, 

Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius David Balsys, 

Kalameli Tauta, Louisa Baptist, Robert 

Shearman, Siufaga Maileoi Lilii, Lee 

Dunn, Alex Soniega, Aaron Ablan, 

Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie Lemusu-Kea, 

Joy Rapcsak, Gerard  Hoover, Pratima 

Hollomon 

 

 

 

Last Week’s Collection:                           

House - $1,815.90                                          

Parish - $2,900.50 

 Thank you for your generosity.   

Mass Intentions to be submitted by                                                                                                           

Monday 3pm for the current week -  

(Tuesday through to the following Monday). 

Pope Leo XIV’s First Encyclical  

                    

Human Person 

In The Time Of        

Artificial                    

Intelligence 

 

On sale at St Joseph’s Gift Shop, 

please visit the following website: 

www.stjosephscentre.co.nz                  

A soft copy can be obtained via the 

website The Holy See or podcasts 

available via the Vatican News: 

www.vaticannews.va/en/podcast/

magnifica-humanitas 
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   St Francis Retreat Centre                           

Reflect & Renew Weekend Fri 24 7pm to Sun 26 July 3pm.                                              

This retreat begins with introductions then time for talks, rest, fellowship,     

worship, guided meditation and personal prayer. Spiritual direction is also 

available. Costs $295 pp include accommodation and meals.                                                     

Booking essential. Please visit: www.stfrancisretreatcentre.org.nz   

Retreat Day for Women 

Women of all ages are warmly invited to join the Dominican Sisters of                     

St Cecilia (visiting from Sydney) for a retreat day centred on the Eucharist 

Sun 02 Aug 12.30pm - 6pm at St Luke’s Church 260 Chapel Rd, Flat Bush. 

Cost $10 includes afternoon tea.                                                                                

Register at: www.humanitix.com/retreat-for-women 

World Apostolate of Fatima 

We are blessed to offer the opportunity for parishioners to welcome the                  

statue of Our Lady of Fatima into their homes. Additionally, we meet every 

Friday in church (after 9am mass) to pray 20-Decade Rosary. All welcome. 

For more info, please contact Agnes Lafaele 021 293 1807   

              

 

 


