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Journeying in Faith

For years Pastor Ignotus wrote a very popular column for the British weekly
journal, The Tablet. In one of those columns, he says that there are two ways of
approaching life: either as a planner or as a pilgrim.

He went on explaining that the planner likes to have total control over his life, and
to be able to plan each stage. He tends to become bitterly disappointed if he fails
to achieve his objectives.

The pilgrim, on the other hand, is someone who accepts life as a gift that unfolds
as we live it. He is not deterred by failures and disappointments but sees them as
opportunities for spiritual growth. He knows that life is full of risks, yet he affirms
it. He senses the insecurity of man yet opens himself to the full grace of God’s
protection. That is the essence of faith. He celebrates the present moment which
allows him to live life to the full.

Abraham is the great biblical model of faith (Second Reading).

He is the quintessential pilgrim. At the word of God he uprooted himself, leaving
his home and people, and set out for a land God promised to show him, where he
would become the father of a great nation. It was a journey into the unknown.
The only compass he had was faith in God.

We are spiritual descendants of Abraham. And like him we literally don’t know
what lies around the next bend on the road to life.

As Christians we should be conscious that we are not alone on the pilgrimage of
life. The faith of our community will support us when our own faith does not
measure up. Faith means taking God at his word when he makes promises.

We should draw courage and hope from the words of Mother Teresa, ‘We are not
called to be successful, only to be faithful.’

Jesus was well aware of the uncertainty of life. His parable stresses the fact that
death can come at any moment.....it isn’t that God tries to catch us like a thief in
the night.

(continued on the back page)




PARISH NEWS

The Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

¥

w
Fri 15 Aug

Mass 9am & 6.30pm

Marian Day

~ The Legion of Mary

\ warmly invites alll

| parishioners to join

\ them in celebrating

' Marian Day Sat 06
Sep 9am-12pm (hall).

This event includes a talk on The
Defence of Mary, a video on Marian
apparitions, fun activities. Lunch will
be served.

Come deepen your love for our
Blessed Mother before her nativity
and discover the strength of her
spiritual army. See you there!

DIOCESE NEWS
Special Mass

A Special Mass for the loss of a child
will be offered Sat 06 Sep 5pm at

St Michael’'s Church, Remuera.

A source of healing for those who have
experienced loss through miscarriage,
stillbirth, prenatal diagnosis, abortion
or loss of a child at any stage of life.
This mass will help provide spiritual
support and honour these precious
children.

Reconciliation and Adoration 4.30pm.
For more info please contact:

Brenda Brightwell 027 641 5615

A New Beginning

A weekend away to help those
suffering the heartache of separation,
divorce or widowhood 05 to 07 Sept.
The Beginning Experience is a
non-profit organization that provides
support to the grieving singles, and
offers an opportunity to turn the pain of
loss into an experience of positive
growth.

The cost for 2 nights’ accommodation,
meals and materials is $350.

For more info please contact:

Karena 021 802 352 (evenings) or go
to: www.beginningexperience.orq.nz




Mass Times
Monday: 9am
Tues/Wed/Thurs 6.30pm

Wed: Novena 6pm

Friday: 9am

First Friday: 6.30pm

Saturday: S5pm Vigil

Sunday: 9am,10.30am,5pm

Reconciliation by appointment.
Please contact the parish office

Divine Retreat NZ

Divine Retreat Centre NZ is organizing a
Spiritual Retreat on the Healing Power of
the Eucharist led by Fr Joseph Edattu,
Divine Retreat Centre (UK) at Christ the
King Church, Mt Roskill. No registration
needed. All welcome.

* 26 & 27 Aug 6pm-9pm
* 30 Aug 11am-5pm
* 31 Aug 2pm-7pm

Prayer Retreat for Women

Prayer and the Interior Life ~ including
time for Holy Mass, Eucharistic
Adoration, Reconciliation, Personal
Prayer and Spiritual Direction Fri 31
Oct 6pm to Sun 02 Nov 3pm. Early
bird registration and details at:
www.stfrancisretreatcentre.orq.nz

Please pray for our sick parishioners:
Violet Furtado, Mary Holmes, Ethan
Peter Lelo, Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius
David Balsys, Kalameli Tauta, Joan
Unkovich, Pauline Caffell, Louisa
Baptist, Robert Shearman, Siufaga
Maileoi Lilii, Lee Dunn, Alex Soniega,
Aaron Ablan, Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie
Lemusu-Kea, Joy Rapcsak, Gerard
Hoover, Vivien Luis

Last Week’s Collection:
House - $1,665.20

Parish - $2,390.40
Thank you for your generosity.

If you wish to place a notice in our
parish newsletter, please email the
parish office by Wednesday

Readings For The Upcoming Week

Mon 11 Aug: Deut 10:12-22

Mt 17:22-27 Ps 147:12-15, 19-20
Tue 12 Aug: Deut 31:1-8

Mt 18:1-5,10 Deut 32:3-4, 7-9
Wed 13 Aug: Deut 34:1-12

Mt 18:15-20 Ps 65:1-3, 5, 16-17
Thu 14 Aug: Josh 3:7-11, 13-17
Ps 113A:1-6 Mt 18:21 - 19:1

Fri 15 Aug: 1 Cor 15:20-26

Lk 1:39-56 Ps 44:10-12, 16
Sat 16 Aug: Josh 24:14-29

Mt 19:13-15 Ps 15:1-2, 5, 7-8, 11
Sun 17 Aug: Jer 38:4-6, 8-10
Heb 12:1-4 Ps 39:2-4, 18

Lk 12:49-53




(continued)

However, this uncertainty should not prevent us from enjoying life in the present.
Quite the opposite - when we become aware of the fragility of our existence, we
realize that each moment is precious.

Flor McCarthy SDB

Joshua Catholic Men’s Retreat

Does something need to change in your life?

A weekend retreat for all men of FORMATION and ENCOUNTER CALLED to
LEAD Fri 10 Oct 7pm to Sun 12 Oct 3pm at Chosen Valley Christian Camp,
Ararimu, Auckland

Attending Priest. Fr Carl Telford SM will be present the entire weekend

Guest Speaker: Bill McElhinney will give a series of 4 talks to encourage and
inspire us

Praise and Worship: Jeffery Nathan and Peoples Worship Ministry

Cost: $175 pp includes meals and accommodation

Contact. Mike Lobo 021 280 9285 or Jerome Hardy 027 233 4380
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Priests Contacts:

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC Parish Priest: Fr Paul Helsham OFM Cap

CHURCH E:paulhelsham@gmail.com
Asst Parish Priests:
;ﬁlgqg?é%;;, Glen Eden Fr Boniface Kujur OFM Cap

. . E:bonikujur1969@gmail.com
Office hours: 9am to 3pm (Mon-Fri) Er Prafuleerketg(g)FM Cap

Web: www.glenedencatholic.org.nz Deacon: Robert Mitchell
Facebook: Glen Eden Catholic Church E:robertmitchell1410@gmail.com




