
23rd Sunday In Ordinary Time                               07 September 2025 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH  

NEWSLETTER 

Christians and Slavery 

In the Second Reading we have an extract from Paul’s letter to Philemon who 

had been converted by Paul himself. His slave Onesimus had run away and 

somehow reached Paul in prison. Paul wants to send him back to his master and 

provides a covering letter. He urges Philemon to take Onesimus back, not as a 

slave, but as a brother, since he is now a Christian himself. Here we see the                    

fundamental attitude of the early Church to slavery.                                                                   

Slavery was one of the cruellest practices in human history. Yet this reading gives 

the impression that the early Christians seem to regard it as being acceptable. 

Paul accepts that Onesimus is a slave but urges Philemon to treat him differently. 

Why didn’t Paul take a firm stand against such a vile practice?                                                 

The answer is that it was not possible for Christians to do so at that time. They 

did not have enough power to tackle the issue head on. The best they could do 

was to insist that slaves should be treated well. If this was heeded, it would                    

transform the relationship between master and slave.                                                            

Elsewhere Paul announced the principle that regardless of background (Jew or 

Gentile, slave or free) we are all united in Christ and share the same Spirit. In 

time, the leaven of the Gospel would lead to the abolition of slavery. But it took a 

long time. Many Christians owned slaves and saw no contradiction.                                        

It was not until the nineteenth century that Christians came to realize that slavery 

as an institution was wrong.                                                                                                    

Why did it take them so long to come to this conclusion?                                                      

This is what Mark Twain (1835-1910) said: ‘When I was a boy living in Missouri 

no one I knew ever gave a thought as to whether slavery was right or wrong. It 

existed as a natural part of our everyday life. Slaves worked as house servants or 

for farmers, and they were bought and sold. We were a poor family, but we                           

occasionally had a slave. My mother, a tender-hearted woman, taught me never 

to be harsh to a slave. But it never dawned on her that there was anything wrong 

with slavery itself.                                                                                                              

                       (continued on the back page) 



 

PARISH NEWS                                                                                              
The Eucharistic Miracles of the World 

 

 

 

In conjunction with the upcoming                   

canonization of Blessed Pier Giorgio 

Frassati and Blessed Carlo Acutis, the 

Junior and Senior Legion of Mary will 

hold The Eucharistic Miracles of the 

World conceived and designed by 

Blessed Carlo Acutis on the following 

dates (hall):                                                   

  * Sat 06 Sep 4pm-7pm                                    

  * Sun 07 Sep 10am-1pm                       

  * Sun 07 Sep 4pm-7pm                              

Join us to learn more about these two 

young Saints, strengthen your faith   

and increase your spiritual awareness.  

 

                        Parish Foodbank                                                  
The foodbank team wishes to thank 

everyone for their kind donations. We 

have been asked to list items that are 

most sought after: long life milk, oil, 

noodles, cereal, flour, sugar, spreads, 

personal hygiene, snacks, any tinned 

items (no baked beans or spaghetti as 

we have plenty in stock). Thank you. 

 

Church Restoration   

Please note that the church will be                  

undergoing some major restoration 

works over the next few months namely                   

the Altar Crucifix, the Statues of the      

Sacred Heart and Our Lady of Lourdes 

and all 14 Stations of the Cross.                                                                 

Last year the parish received a bequest 

from the late David Cockerton’s lawyers. 

David’s wishes were to restore some of 

our church icons.                                  

We spent time finding the right person 

for the job and subsequently obtaining 

permission from the Bishop.   

Special Mass 

Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed            

Virgin Mary ~ Mon 08 Sep  

Mass 9am & 6.30pm 

(Rosary 6pm lead by 

the Legion of Mary).                         

Cake cutting after 

6.30pm mass (hall).            

   All welcome! 

DIOCESE NEWS                                                     
2025 Vailankanni Novena 

In honour of our Blessed Mother of   

Good Health Holy Mass Sun 07 Sep 

6pm at Christ the King.                                    

Feast Day Mon 08 Sep 6pm will be    

held at Christ the King. All welcome!  



  Mass Times  

Monday:               9am 

Tues/Wed/Thurs  6.30pm 

Wed: Novena       6pm 

Friday:                  9am        

First Friday:     6.30pm  

Saturday:           5pm Vigil 

Sunday:         9am,10.30am,5pm 

 

Reconciliation by appointment. 

Please contact the parish office 

Readings For The Upcoming Week 

Mon 08 Sep:  Rom 8:28-30 

Ps 12:6-7        Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 

Tue 09 Sep:   Col 2:6-15 

Lk 6:12-19      Ps 144:1-2, 8-11 

Wed 10 Sep: Col 3:1-11 

Lk 6:20-26      Ps 144:2-3, 10-13 

Thu 11 Sep:  Col 3:12-17 

Lk 6:27-38      Ps 150:1-6 

Fri 12 Sep:    1 Tim 1:1-2, 12-14 

Lk 6:39-42      Ps 15:1-2, 5, 7-8, 11 

Sat 13 Sep:   1 Tim 1:15-17 

Lk 6:43-49      Ps 112:1-7 

Sun 14 Sep:  Phil 2:6-11 

Jn 3:13-17      Ps 77:1-2, 34-38 

Num 21:4-9 

Please pray for our sick parishioners:  

Violet Furtado, Mary Holmes, Ethan   

Peter  Lelo, Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius 

David Balsys, Kalameli Tauta, Joan           

Unkovich,  Pauline Caffell, Louisa                     

Baptist, Robert Shearman,  Siufaga 

Maileoi Lilii, Lee Dunn, Alex Soniega, 

Aaron Ablan, Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie 

Lemusu-Kea, Joy Rapcsak, Gerard        

Hoover, Vivien Luis 

 

 

 

Last Week’s Collection:                            

House - $1,202.80 

 Parish - $2,010.80 

 Thank you for your generosity.   

If you wish to place a notice in our 

parish newsletter, please email the 

parish office by Wednesday 

                     

   

    

 

 

Heavenly Father,                                               

we thank you for the gift of                         
fatherhood.                                                    

We ask you to bless all fathers and grant 

them wisdom, love and strength to guide 
their families.                                                               

May they feel appreciated, valued and 
loved today and always.                                     

A special thought to the ones who are no 
longer with us.                                                 

We pray for all fathers and those                    
hoping to become fathers.  
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(continued)         

It was accepted as part of the natural order of things in the South.’                                          

Sadly, slavery still exists in the form of trafficking of vulnerable people into servitude. 

In some cases employers seize their passports and keep them as prisoners. So 

there is still work for Christians to do.  

Flor McCarthy SDB                                                                        

Statistics ~ in 2021, an estimated 50 million people (worldwide) live in modern 

slavery.  

Auckland Prayer Breakfast                                                                                                    

Thursday 30 October 

                                                                                      

6.15am Doors open                                                                      

6.50am Seated for Mihi                                                      

6.55am Mihi, Programme and Prayer                        

8.20am Programme concludes & Breakfast  

Tickets: www.prayerbreakfast.nz/auckland 

This October, Christians from all across Auckland will unite at Eden Park for the 
2025 Auckland Prayer Breakfast. We are gathering to pray for the 10th time 
since it started by a small group of leaders passionate for unity and prayer for the 
city.                                                                                                                                  
            Our theme for 2025 is GROW. 

2 Peter 3:18 encourages us to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 


