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Growing in Faith

In Matthew 17:20 Jesus uses the mustard seed as an analogy to illustrate that
even the smallest amount of faith can produce significant results. He suggests
that with such faith, one could command a tree to uproot itself and be planted in
the sea. This was intended to emphasize namely the power of faith.

What is faith? Is it about belief in certain truths?

The right answer would be that faith is essentially a relationship with God. And
like all relationships, it can wax and wane. Most of us have someone in our lives
with whom at one time we may have been very close to. Then we grew apart and
lost touch. Now we seem to have reconnected and communicate every now and
then. We can get disconnected from God too. It is not necessarily that we stop
believing in him. It is just that we stop communicating with him. And to stop
communicating with God is effectively to have no relationship with him.

We may have been very connected with him as children. We had no trouble in
connecting with him back then. Everything was clear and simple. We all long to
recapture the religious sense of the world we had as children. Unfortunately it is
not something we can hold onto eternally.

Jesus said that we should enter the kingdom like a child but he didn’t say we had
to have the faith of a child. We can enter with the faith of an adult one which
considers the complexities and ambiguities of life.

As we move from childhood to adulthood, we lose something but we can gain
something too. Our faith can become more personal and affirmed. Faith does not
remain stationary - it has to grow and as it grows it changes. Faith grows when
exercised through prayers and contact with the believing community.

Story

Rose Kennedy was the mother of the Kennedy clan, which included John
Kennedy who went on to become President of the United States. She was a
woman of great faith.

(continued on the back page)




PARISH NEWS

Columban Calendars 2026

On sale now at

the bookshop
$13
; CALENDA@,_
Parish Get-Together

Volunteers Needed

Dear parishioners, we need your help!
The Parish Pastoral Council is planning
a Parish Get-Together Sat 08 Nov
10.30am to 2pm to celebrate and
enjoy the diversity of cultures in our
parish. The event will feature cultural
food stalls, entertainment, and an
opportunity to mingle with other
parishioners and our priests.

We are seeking volunteers to help
with the planning, set up, and running
of the event. No special skills needed,
just a willingness to get involved in
our parish activities.

If you would like to help, email us at:
ppc.olol.ge@gmail.com or contact
Deacon Robert, Venicio or Benoir.

October - Month of the Rosary

The Legion of Mary will be leading the
Rosary during the month of October
on the following days before mass:

* Saturdays 4.30pm
* Sundays 8.30am & 4.30pm

DIOCESE NEWS

The Upper Room Wed 15 Oct 6.30pm
Connect with other Catholic young
adults and dive into some relevant topics
with amazing guest speakers every
month. Get your tickets at:
www.events.humanitix.com

St Francis Retreat Centre

Time Out Days ~ for those who seek a
day retreat - Thurs 16 Oct 9.30am to
2.30pm ($30 incl lunch)

Prayer Retreat for Women ~ Fri 31 Oct
6pm to Sun 02 Nov 3pm ($300 pp incl
accommodation and meals).

Limited spaces, bookings essential.
For more info and to book visit:
www.stfrancisretreatcentre.orq.nz




Mass Times
Monday: 9am
Tues/Wed/Thurs 6.30pm

Wed: Novena 6pm

Friday: 9am

First Friday: 6.30pm

Saturday: S5pm Vigil

Sunday: 9am,10.30am,5pm

Reconciliation by appointment.
Please contact the parish office

" Prayer for the

. Beatification of
| Venerable
Suzanne Aubert

Lord Jesus Christ,
You taught us that as often as we
show compassion to the least of our
brothers and sisters, we show it to
you.

Hear our prayer that Venerable Meri

Hohepa Suzanne Aubert who came
to NZ and dedicated her life to
caring for those in poverty and in
need, may soon be recognized by
the Church as a saint.

Please pray for our sick parishioners:
Violet Furtado, Mary Holmes, Ethan
Peter Lelo, Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius
David Balsys, Kalameli Tauta, Pauline
Caffell, Louisa Baptist, Robert
Shearman, Siufaga Maileoi Lilii, Lee
Dunn, Alex Soniega, Aaron Ablan,
Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie Lemusu-Kea,
Joy Rapcsak, Gerard Hoover, Vivien
Luis

Last Week’s Collection:
House - $1,565.80
Parish - $2,637.60

Thank you for your generosity.

If you wish to place a notice in our
parish newsletter, please email the
parish office by Wednesday

Readings For The Upcoming Week

Mon 06 Oct: Jonah 1:1- 2:1, 11
Lk 10:25-37 Jonah 2:3-5, 8
Tue 07 Oct: Jonah 3:1-10
Lk 10:38-42 Ps 129:1-4, 7-8
Wed 08 Oct: Jonah 4:1-11
Lk 11:1-4 Ps 85:3-6, 9-10
Thu 09 Oct: Mal 3:13-20
Lk 11:5-13 Ps 1
Fri 10 Oct: Joel 1:13-15; 2:1-2
Lk 11:15-26 Ps 9:2-3, 6, 16, 8-9
Sat 11 Oct: Joel 4:12-21
Lk 11:27-28 Ps 96:1-2, 5-6, 11-12
Sun 12 Oct: 2 Kg 5:14-17
Lk 17:11-19 Ps 97:1-4

2 Tim 2:8-13




(continued)

And how she needed that faith when two of her sons were assassinated.

Speaking about faith, she said in an interview on one occasion: ‘/ have come to the
conclusion that the most important element in human life is faith. If God were to take
away all the blessings, health, wealth, intelligence, and leave me with just one gift, |
would ask for faith - because with faith in God, in his goodness, mercy, love for me
and belief in everlasting life, | believe | could still be happy, trustful, leaving all to
God'’s inscrutable providence.’

Flor McCarthy SDB

Bible Study

We believe it is a valuable time for us to learn from God’s Word together and
grow closer to him. We would be glad if you could join us every Tuesday 5.30pm
(classroom).

World Apostolate of Fatima

We are blessed to offer the opportunity for parishioners to welcome the statue of
Our Lady of Fatima into their homes. Additionally, we meet every Friday in church
(after 9am mass) to pray 20 Decade Rosary. All welcome. For more info, please
contact: Agnes Lafaele, WAF President, Diocese of Auckland 021 293 1807

Priests Contacts:

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC Parish Priest: Fr Paul Helsham OFM Cap

CHURCH E:paulhelsham@gmail.com
7 Glendale Rd, Glen Eden _ o
Ph: 818-6325 Asst Parish Priest:

Fr Praful Kerketta OFM Cap

Office hours: 9am to 3pm (Mon-Fri) E: kerkettapraful20@gmail.com

E-mail: ourladyoflourdes@xtra.co.nz
Web: www.glenedencatholic.org.nz Deacon: Robert Mitchell
Facebook: Glen Eden Catholic Church E:robertmitchell1410@gmail.com




