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               Wealth Is Not In Possession But In Enjoyment  

No matter how wisely, skilfully and successfully we have laboured, we cannot 

take our wealth with us when we die. Sometimes what we leave behind may tear 

a family apart. An inheritance can be a blessing or a curse. In the Gospel we see 

two brothers fighting over an inheritance. How sad to see people quarrelling over 

plenty. Once there was a miser who accumulated a large sum of money and was 

looking forward to years of happy living. However, before he could decide how to 

spend his money, the Angel of Death appeared before him to take his life away.                                 

The miser pleaded with the angel to be allowed to live a little longer. ‘Give me 

three days of life and I’ll give you half my fortune,’ he begged. But the angel                  

refused his request.                                                                                                                       

The miser managed to wring just one small concession from the angel - a few                       

moments in which to write down this note: ‘Oh you, whoever you are that happen 

to find this note, if you have enough to live on, don’t waste your life accumulating                      

fortunes. Live! My fortune could not buy me a single hour of life.’                                          

The miser felt so empty, spiritually and emotionally. It was not the happiest state 

to be in now that his earthly voyage was coming to an end. How he wished he 

could start all over again. How differently he would do things.                                                              

It is not the amount of money we have but our capacity for enjoyment that makes 

us rich. Earthly things can never satisfy the human heart.                                                              

St Paul says, ‘Let your thoughts be on heavenly things, not on the things that are 

on the earth.’                                                                                                                              

And Jesus urges us not to store up treasures on earth but to make ourselves rich 

in the sight of God. What makes us rich in the sight of God is not what we own or 

even what we have done, but what we are.                                                                                  

Story                                                                                                                                 

Leo Tolstoy (Russian writer) tells a story about a peasant called Pakhom who 

desperately wanted to own some land. By saving every penny he had, he bought 

forty acres. He was overjoyed.                                 

                          (continued on the back page)         



 

PARISH NEWS 

Confirmation & First Holy Communion 

Congratulations to all the children                         

receiving the sacraments of Confirmation 

and First Holy Communion. 

 

 

 

 

 

           

Lord Jesus,                                                              

we ask you to pour out 

your Holy Spirit on all the                     

children here today who 

are being Confirmed.                                                  

Bless the children coming 

forward to receive Holy 

Communion for the                 

first time.                                               

Thank you for calling them 

to your table as they share 

the spiritual bread with 

you today.   

 

     

                       DIOCESE NEWS  

     Special Mass 

A Special Mass for the loss of a child 

will be offered Sat 06 Sep 5pm at                       

St Michael’s Church, Remuera.                        

A source of healing for those who have 

experienced loss through miscarriage, 

stillbirth, prenatal diagnosis, abortion or 

loss of a child at any stage of life. This 

mass will help provide spiritual support 

and honour these precious children. 

Reconciliation and Adoration 4.30pm. 

For more info please contact:                                                            

Brenda Brightwell 027 641 5615 

A New Beginning 

A weekend away to help those          

suffering the heartache of separation, 

divorce or widowhood 05 to 07 Sept. 

The Beginning Experience is a                     

non-profit organization that provides 

support to the grieving singles, and                 

offers an opportunity to turn the pain of 

loss into an experience of positive 

growth.                                                          

The cost for 2 nights’ accommodation, 

meals and materials is $350.                              

For more info please contact:                   

Karena 021 802 352 (evenings) or go 

to: www.beginningexperience.org.nz 

 



  Mass Times  

Monday:               9am 

Tues/Wed/Thurs  6.30pm 

Wed: Novena       6pm 

Friday:                  9am        

First Friday:     6.30pm  

Saturday:           5pm Vigil 

Sunday:         9am,10.30am,5pm 

 

Reconciliation by appointment. 

Please contact the parish office 

Readings For The Upcoming Week 

Mon 04 Aug: Num 11:4-15 

Mt 14:13-21   Ps 80:12-17 

Tue 05 Aug:  Num 12:1-13 

Mt 14:22-36   Ps 50:3-7, 12-13 

Wed 06 Aug: Dan 7:9-10, 13-14 

Lk 9:28-36     Ps 96:1-2, 5-6, 9 

Thu 07 Aug:  Num 20:1-13 

Mt 16:13-23   Ps 94:1-2, 6-9 

Fri 08 Aug:   1 Kg 17:8-16 

Mt 6:25-34     Ps 62:1-8 

Sat 09 Aug:  Deut 6:4-13 

Mt 17:14-20   Ps 17:2-4, 47, 51 

Sun 10 Aug: Wis 18:6-9 

Lk 12:32-48   Ps 32:1,12,18-20,22 

Heb 11:1-2, 8-19 

Please pray for our sick parishioners:  

Violet Furtado, Mary Holmes, Ethan   

Peter  Lelo, Rosalen Ahearn, Saulius 

David Balsys, Kalameli Tauta, Joan           

Unkovich,  Pauline Caffell, Louisa                     

Baptist, Robert Shearman,  Siufaga 

Maileoi Lilii, Lee Dunn, Alex Soniega, 

Aaron Ablan, Priscilla Fernandes, Nellie 

Lemusu-Kea, Joy Rapcsak, Gerard        

Hoover, Vivien Luis 

 

 

 

Last Week’s Collection:                           

House - $1,403.80 

 Parish - $2,264.10 

 Thank you for your generosity.   

If you wish to place a notice in our 

parish newsletter, please email the 

parish office by Wednesday 

                    Divine Retreat NZ   

Divine Retreat Centre NZ is organizing a 

Spiritual Retreat on the Healing Power of 

the Eucharist led by Fr Joseph Edattu,                      

Divine Retreat Centre (UK) at Christ the 

King Church, Mt Roskill. No registration 

needed. All welcome.  

 * 26 & 27 Aug  6pm-9pm      

 *  30 Aug 11am-5pm                                         

 * 31 Aug 2pm-7pm    

Prayer Retreat for Women 

Prayer and the Interior Life ~ including 

time for Holy Mass, Eucharistic                       

Adoration, Reconciliation, Personal 

Prayer and Spiritual Direction Fri 31 

Oct 6pm to Sun 02 Nov 3pm. Early 

bird registration and details at: 

www.stfrancisretreatcentre.org.nz 
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However, he soon felt cramped, so he sold the 40 acres to buy 80 acres in            

another region. But this didn’t satisfy him for long, so he began to look again.                                                                    

One evening a stranger arrived and Pakhom talked about his desire for more 

land. The stranger told him that beyond the mountains, there lived a tribe who 

had lots of land for sale. Off he went the next day.                                                                         

The chief welcomed him and said, ‘For only a thousand roubles you can have as 

much land as you can walk round in a day. But you must return on the same day 

to the spot from where you started otherwise you forfeit the money.’                                                                                    

Pakhom was thrilled. He couldn’t sleep that night, thinking of all the land that 

would soon be his. As soon as the sun peeped above the horizon, a marker was 

put down on top of a knoll, and he was off.                                                                                  

Men followed him on horseback and drove stakes into the ground to mark the 

path he traced out. He walked fast and made excellent progress. The farther he 

went, the better the land became. In his eagerness to encompass as much as he 

could, he lost track of time.                                                                                                   

To his horror he saw the sun beginning to go down. He headed back as fast as he 

could and made it to the top of the knoll just as the sun vanished. Once there,                       

however, he collapsed face downwards to the ground.                                                                          

‘I congratulate you. You have earned more land than any man I can remember,’ 

said the chief.                                                                                                                                       

But Pakhom made no reply.                                                                                                    

They turned him over. He was dead.                                                                                           

                            Flor McCarthy SDB 

 


